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TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE DISTRICTS 
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My deab Fbiends, 

Instead of writing another letter to you this 
year, as I once intended, I have had this little volume 
printed, that I may give a copy to each household among 
you, as a New Year's Gift. 

Many of you have already heard these Sermons in church, 
but I hope you will all read them ; and may God grant that 
the study of them may not be without profit to your souls. 

I remain, 

My dear Friends, 

Faithfully and sincerely yours, 

NATHANIEL DIMOCK. 
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Swollen as the troubled sea, 
Lord, I feel this heart to be ; 
Eestless on account of sin, 
Lord, there is no peace within. 

'Till Thou bid its passions cease, 
Lord, it never can have peace ; 
Never change its wicked will, 
'Tnl Thou whisper, " Peace, be still." 

Every idle hope begone, 
Speaking peace when there is none ; 
None but Jesus, none but He, 
Can ever speak of peace to me. * 

'Till I feel my sins removed, 
'Till I know that I am loved, 
And lean upon my Saviour's breast, 
I can never think of rest. 

Monsell's Pabish Musings. 



CONVEKSIOK 



WHAT CONVERSION IS NOT. 



Matthew xviii. 3. — " Verily I say unto you, Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." 

THIS is the first Sunday in the solemn season 
of Lent. And this season of Lent — these 
forty days before our Saviour's resurrection — these 
forty days in which we take into view our Lord's 
fasting of forty days, his temptations, his agony 
and bloody sweat, his cross and passion — this 
period in whidh we especially commemorate Christ's 
sufferings — his sufferings for sin — it always brings 
with it a fresh call for us to examine our hearts; 
to consider our ways, and to humble ourselves 
before God. I pray God to give us grace that we 
may hearken to this call. Do you, my brethren, 
pray to God, that you may obtain, this Lent, a 
more humbling, contrite sense of sin, and a truer 
view of your high calling as Christians. 

May God . grant that the importance of the 
subject on which I purpose to speak to you now 
(as, I trust, it is one well suited for our considera- 
tion at this season) may be so felt by you all, that 
it may fasten itself on your attention and m&\G&rc&R^ 
and call up many serious V\&\\^bX&* «&&> ^rrsqe^ 
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your minds during the, times you will have for 
quiet meditation. I shall probably address you 
more than once on the same text I have chosen for 
this afternoon ; for the subject on which I purpose 
to speak to you on Sundays throughout this Lent, 
is the subject of Co?wersion — a subject on which 
I have for some time been wishing to speak to you, 
both on account of its own importance, and also 
because of the many mistakes which I cannot but 
fear are frequently made about it. 

" What is conversion ? " is a question to which it 
is most important that we should have an answer ; 
and of course I mean a right and true answer : for 
seeing the necessity of conversion is so plain and 
unmistakeable, it behoves us much to be very 
careful that we do not deceive ourselves into 
thinking that we are converted, when in truth it is 
not so. 

It shall be our endeavour therefore to obtain 
something like an adeqnate notion of what con- 
version is. And as we shall perhaps find that we 
shall have to raise our views higher than we have 
been wont to think, it may be well for us now, in 
the first place, to note and mark well what con- 
version 1 is not. 

I. It might seem, needless to say that conversion 
is not merely a profession of the Christian religion, 
nor a partaking of its ordinances. Indeed, it is 
difficult to conceive how such a mistake could ever 
be made. I know not whether it ever is so. The 
heart of man truly is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked ; and certainly, if it were 
not so, it would be impossible that the profession 
of our lips, or our having been received, by the 
ho)j ordinance . of Christ's institution, into the 
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congregation of Christ's flock, should be mistaken 
for that change of heart and conversion of the soul 
which is so indispensable for every Christian. 

And yet, let it not be thought that it becomes 
the Christian to think lightly of the outward pro- 
fession of the lips, and the admission into the 
Church of Christ and the household of God. No; 
we greatly err if this be not a great and pre- 
vailing want among us, that our faith needs to take 
a far higher view of the blessed privileges belong- 
ing to us as to those who have been baptized into 
the body of Christ. " With the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation' ' (Rom. x. 10), and our 
Baptism is the door of our admission into the 
Church of Christ, in which, by faith, we are called 
to embrace that grace of God which gives us 
remission of sins and inheritance among them that 
are sanctified. 

But then, these blessings it is for faith to realize, 
not for the unbelieving heart to presume upon. 

Take a vessel which you would fill wilh water, 
and hold it in a running stream, or let it down into 
the waters of the well, what will it profit if the 
vessel is sealed and closed, so that there is no way 
for the water to enter in ? Even so with the heart 
of man, it profits nothing, that there is for the 
Church of Christ a well of water springing up unto 
everlasting life, that there flows through it a pre- 
cious stream of living waters — it profits nothing 
for the heart of the man who is there without faith 
(real, living faith), for without faith the heart is 
closed. And it matters not how near that man 
may be to the stream, if the waters enter not into 
his own soul. It matters not how near he xb&n ^ 
to health, if sickness is yet at \\\e\\<rax\>. "Sx \as&fcjsc* 

b a 
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not how near he mav be to life, if all is dead 
. within him. Conversion is a change in the soul 
itself : and needing, as it does, a change of things 
(if we may so speak) round about the soul ; yet 
that change must never be mistaken — one would 
think it never could be mistaken — for conversion 
itself. Conversion is a change, and a great change 
within the soul of man, and that, not merely a 
change of the capacities it possesses, but a change 
of the life which it lives. 

Most plainly, then, conversion is not the pro- 
fession of Christ's religion, nor the being outwardly 
members of Christ's holy Church. Do not the 
lives of many professing Christians tell this too 
plainly ? Would God it were not so ! Are there 
not among us, within the pale of the Church, 
(to our shame be it spoken !) men who are follow- 
ing after the pleasures of the world, and choosing 
the wages of sin, and forsaking the covenant of 
their God? Where is the sensualist, the extor- 
tioner, the drunkard, the Sabbath-breaker ? Where 
are those who make a mock at sin, who speak 
lightly of sinful deeds and unhallowed words ? 
Are these men converted ? Oh ! what mockery to 
ask the question ! The slaves of Satan, the enemies 
of God, the foes of their own salvation — their con- 
demnation is written plainly, as in letters of fire. 
And yet, blessed be God, even these may be con- 
verted by the power of God's grace. Even to 
these we desire to impart the knowledge of Him 
who came to seek and to save that which was lost. 
Oh ! that they might bethink them, before it is too 
late, of the fearful doom, and turn in penitence to 
their Saviour, before the day come when He shall 
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say, " I never knew you ; depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity." (Matt. vii. 23.) 

II. But neither, if we add to this outward pro- 
fession of Christ's religion a life free from all those 
vices which the world condemns — neither yet have 
we arrived at the notion of conversion. See a man 
who has grown up from childhood without reproach 
— one who has always borne an excellent character 
— honest, industrious, peaceable— one who has 
spurned drunkenness, turned away his foot from 
the houses of sin — one who is kind and benevolent, 
respected and beloved, yet may it be, that he 
too is a stranger to true conversion. There is 
nothing in all this that is proof and evidence of 
his being converted. There are many such, we 
fear, many thus honoured and respected, and 
justly honoured and respected in the world, who 
are yet unconverted. It is sad that it should be 
so — men with so much that we may really and 
justly admire — men in whom are so many qualities 
which we may esteem and love, and yet one thing 
wanting, and that one thing of such infinite con- 
sequence — one thing wanting, because with all this, 
not converted, and because our Saviour has said, 
"Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." 

No ; we should all perhaps be ready to acknow- 
ledge that conversion i3 more than this; but it 
needs to be told plainly, it needs to be spoken 
loudly ; the truth needs to be pressed closely 
home to the heart and conscience, that no mere 
exemption from vice, no possession of amiable 
qualities, no good nature, no generosity *x*i.Vx£^ 
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ness of disposition, none of these things, or the 
like, constitute conversion. All these together a 
man may have, and yet know nothing of the con- 
version of the soul to God. And in proportion 
as such outward propriety of conduct, and social 
excellence tend to lull alarm, and speak deceitful 
peace to the heart, so much the more needful is 
it that the truth be often and clearly inculcated, 
and its meaning be unmistakeably forced upon our 
minds, that all this falls short of conversion, and 
whatever falls short of conversion, falls short of 
the kingdom of heaven. 

III. But perhaps it may be supposed that in 
saying this, we are taking the case of a man, how- 
ever estimable in many points of view, who is alto- 
gether careless about religion, without any fixed 
religious principles. It needs, therefore, that we 
should add yet to what we have said. 

Let a man be not only a man of respectable life, 
let him yet further be a man of much religious 
zeal, yet must we affirm that even still he may be 
an unconverted man. Look at the Pharisees of the 
New Testament. They were full of zeal (such as 
it was) for the law of God. They wore many of 
them, no doubt, a great appearance of holiness; 
and their whole life seemed to be taken up with a 
very careful attention to what they viewed (in their 
sinful ignorance indeed) as among the most import- 
ant duties of religion. And yet how far were 
they (the great body of them) from being converted ! 
Instead of turning to God, they were turning all 
away from Him, setting themselves directly against 
conversion, hardening their hearts lest they should 
be converted, and Christ should heal them. 

How far indeed, how very far, wetfc mosfc ot 
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them, with all their religious strictness, with all 
their religious zeal, how far from true conversion ! 
Some of them, however, there were perhaps (one 
of them at least) very different from the rest, not 
far from conversion; but they, too, not yet con- 
verted. I say — one of them at least, for there is one 
of them, of whom we know much, and whose ex- 
ample is full to our purpose. Look at Saul of 
Tarsus — Saul the persecutor. You will look long 
before you see one so full of religious zeal as he ; 
and his zeal is no mere animated hypocrisy, it is 
no heated indignation of a party spirit. There is 
sincerity of heart along with his zeal, and he verily 
believes that he is doing God service ; and yet is 
Saul not yet converted. Very different will he be 
after his conversion. Very different Paul the Apostle 
from that Saul of Tarsus ; and however God may 
be even now working in his heart in preparation for 
the great event, however nearly he may be ap- 
proaching to conversion, yet does he a$ yet know 
nothing of that real change of the soul, which is 
indeed conversion. See, then, by this example, how 
there may be much zeal for and in religion, over and 
above a generally blameless life and good conver- 
sation, and yet still the one thing needful wanting, 
yet all insufficient, because all coming short of 
conversion. 

Let us beware, then, how we think that any ex- 
cited interest in religious matters, any warmth of 
zeal in religion, is all that our Saviour requires of 
us. If this were conversion, we should find it 
abundantly among Mahomraedans, who care not 
for Christ s word, and among unbelieving Jews, 
who blaspheme His Holy Name. May the L^<L 
give them grace to repeirt, &tv& \» wdnsbXr^ ^^ 
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deed. For ourselves, let us take warning from 
them. Within, as well as without, the Christian 
Church, there may be the same sort of motives 
acted upon, the same results produced, the same 
zeal manifested. There may be the same uncon- 
verted ardour leading men to do and suffer many 
things. There may be the same warmth of zeal in 
the name of Christ as well as against it. There 
may be the same regular attention to the outside 
of all religious duties and religious ordinances. 
There may be unfailing attendance in the courts of 
the Lord's house, and even frequent participation 
in the blessed sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and 
yet self-righteousness may be the spring of all. 
The same unhallowed ardour may take up the 
cause of Christ, as well as that of the false prophet, 
and be as worthless in God's sight. There will be 
those who in the last day will profess that, in 
Christ's name, they have cast out devils, and done 
many wonderful works in His name, to whom 
Christ will declare, "I never knew you." (Matt, 
vii. 23.) All our goods may be given to feed the 
poor, our very bodies may be given to be burnt, 
and all this done out of some sort of zeal for re- 
ligion, all may be done in the name of Christ, and 
yet the heart not being converted to God, we may 
live and die strangers to all the real blessings of 
the kingdom of heaven — live and die in the midst 
of the waters of life, yet through unbelief doing 
despite to the spirit of grace — live and die without 
any well-grounded hope, and without God in the 
world. 

IV. But we must add to this yet. We may go 
higher than this, and nearer perhaps to the truth, 
and vet fall very far short of the true notion of 



SERMON I. 9 

conversion. It is possible that we may yield a 
very ready and hearty assent to all that has been 
said hitherto, and be very ready to condemn the 
folly of mistaking such things for evidences of con- 
version, and yet ourselves be trusting to a broken 
reed. 

There is an error, in these days perhaps less 
common, but scarcely less dangerous, which makes 
conversion to consist in warm emotions and ex- 
cited feelings. But these there may be, in addi- 
tion to all that we have spoken of before, and yet 
the soul be far from conversion, far from the king- 
dom of heaven. There are minds easily touched, 
and even, at times, deeply moved, by the force of 
religious truth; there are hearts whose surface 
(like the stony ground in the parable) readily re- 
ceives the seed of God's word, so that it quickly 
shoots up and shows leaves : and yet all in vain, 
because there is no deepness of earth— rin other 
words, because God's truth is not rooted deep in 
the heart. The work is all superficial. It is all 
idle sentimentality, or it is all uninfluentiaj. feeling, 
or it is all vain experiences; while the heart within 
is unchanged still, and likely to remain unchanged, 
unconverted for ever, if mere emotions are allowed 
to be mistaken for conversion itself, and the heart 
is indulged in its self-deceit, speaking peace where 
there is no peace, and strengthening itself in the 
confidence of a false assurance. 

There may be a fostered delight in hearing God's 
word preached, and strong emotions be produced 
by the preaching. There may be a facility of criti- 
rising the preacher, or an easy readiness to com- 
mend his faithfulness. There may be the qowot 
and the inclination to talk mucta^A^a^ 



10 SERMON I. 

religion. There may be a frequent mention of 
conversion, and a readiness (too great a readiness) 
to pronounce judgment among men, as to who are 
converted, and who are unconverted. There may 
be much said about convictions and comforts ex- 
perienced in the soul ; and yet, alas ! it may be 
that the tree which shows so well has leaves alone 
and no fruit — it may be that the work is yet all on 
the surface, not entering into the inner, secret 
chambers of the soul — in one word, it may be, that 
the heart is unconverted still. 

In saying this, I am nqt wishing to say anything 
to the detriment of the true Christian's affections 
and feelings. The tree which is beginning to show 
leaves, is in a hopeful way to bring forth fruit ; and 
religious feelings may lead, and ought to lead, to 
true conversion. They will assuredly accompany 
it. In the converted soul there will be real con- 
victions, and true joy, and holy emotions. The 
danger is of these being counterfeited by the 
father of lies, and mere feelings put into the place 
of conversion itself, so as to satisfy the soul, and 
make it rest in these without seeking anything 
further. 

Nor is this an imaginary danger. Facts have 
too often proved it to be a real one. And remem- 
ber, I pray you, it matters little how near an ap- 
proach the semblance may make to the reality, if 
it have not the truth of conversion itself. It mat- 
ters little, by what fair appearances we may have 
deceived ourselves, if it be still self-deceit which is 
speaking peace to the heart. Satan will suffer us 
easily, to go as near as we please to the kingdom 
of heaven, if he may but (by any of his wiles 
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by any of his deceits) keep us satisfied to abide 
still in his kingdom, to rest still unconverted. 

Oh ! brethren, our life depends upon it — not our 
bodily life, but our life eternal depends upon it — 
that we suffer not ourselves to be deceived in this 
matter ; that we suffer not ourselves to be satisfied 
with any false and fictitious semblance, whether 
more or less nearly approaching to the appearance 
of the truth; that we suffer not ourselves to be 
deluded with any mere shadow of conversion. 
Without real conversion, everything is vain and un- 
availing. Nothing less than true conversion can 
give us an entrance into the kingdom of heaven. 
To live unconverted is to live (however respected, 
and esteemed, and beloved) at enmity with God. 
To die unconverted is to die — as, would God, none 
might die ! To die unconverted is to pass into — 
God grant we may never know what it is to pass 
into! 

I desire not, dear brethren, to say one word to 
break the bruised reed, or to speak terror to the 
broken and contrite heart. Nay ; God shall make 
the bones which he has broken to rejoice. I pray 
God to pardon me, if I have inadvertently spoken 
one word, or conveyed one impression, not strictly 
in accordance with the truth of His Holy Word, 
and the faith once delivered to the saints. But, 
indeed, I feel that I have been far from speaking 
too strongly in endeavouring to show you what con- 
version w not, and in warning you of the danger of 
mistaking any dead likeness for the living truth. 

And " what, then" (you are ready perhaps to 
ask me), " what is conversion?" To this question 
I purpose, if God permit, to show you the au&w« 
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on Sunday next. Meanwhile, brethren, be ad- 
monished to look for it higher than in any works 
or feelings of ours. It is God's work. It is God's 
gift. It comes down from heaven. God grant 
that we may know it in its reality and its power ; 
for it is sight to the blind, it is health to the sick, it 
is life to the dead. 
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WHAT IS COJSTEBSION P 



Matthew xviii. 3. — " Verily, I say unto you, Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heavep." 

TAKING up again this afternoon the subject of 
conversion, I would beg of you, brethren, to 
remember how solemn and important a subject it 
is to each one of us, and how the consideration of 
it ought to lead to many anxious thoughts and 
much diligent self-examination. 

We have now to seek an answer to the inquiry, 
"What is conversion? What is it to be con- 
verted ?" May God, by His Holy Spirit, guide us 
to a right answer, and a right understanding of it ; 
for truly in this matter, without the enlightening 
of our understandings, and without the teaching of 
God's Holy Spirit, all learning and all teaching will 
be worse than unprofitable. Let me ask of you 
then, my brethren, to offer up each a silent but 
heartfelt prayer to God, that He may vouchsafe to. 
guide us, and to teach us — to teach us as little 
children, that we may know in our hearts and souls 
what it means to be converted. Let that prayer 
be an earnest prayer, offered in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and sooner or later it shall be answered. 

You will remember that on Sunday last we saw 
what conversion was not. We saw how we might 
go some way, step by step, up the l^dd&\^V^^\sss^ 



14 SERMON II. 

man is raised above the condition of untaught 
heathens, without being converted. We saw plainly 
that no profession of the lips, nor any admission 
into the privileges of the New Covenant, could 
make a man converted. Further, we saw that a 
man might add to this an excellent character, a 
very amiable disposition, and a regular life, and 
yet be unconverted. We saw that he might rise a 
step higher, and add to this a great appearance of 
holiness, a very strict and regular attention to re- 
ligious duties, that he might spend much time about 
religion, and exercise apparently much self-denial, 
might be very full of religious zeal, and yet fall 
short of conversion. Higher still, he might have 
his heart affected, in some sort, by religious truth, 
and his feelings much moved by the preaching of 
God's Word ; he might delight to converse much 
and fluently on religious matters, and on his own 
experiences, and yet, we saw, that even still he 
might be a stranger to true conversion. 

But we are not therefore to think — as, perhaps, 
we may be tempted to think — that conversion is a 
name for nothing real, or that it is something not 
to be attained, as an airy phantom which flees 
away the farther the nearer we approach to it. 
We must not think, because there are so many 
mistakes about conversion, that therefore conversion 
itself is only a thing to be mistaken. There are, 
indeed, many false semblances of conversion, as- 
suming various forms ; but conversion itself is an 
unchanging thing, in which all is reality and truth. 
And the meaning of the word itself will guide us 
naturally to an understanding of what it is ; for to 
convert is to turn, to be converted is to be turned, 
and conversion is turning. It needs only that we 
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further take into account what sort of a turning 
this is — to what, and from what it turns us ; and 
we shall then be in a position to form something 
like a just view of that conversion of which our 
Saviour speaks. 

To what, then, and from what, does conversion 
turn us ? And what sort of a turning round is 
this that we speak of? Surely it needs not that 
we consider long, in order to obtain a general 
answer to such inquiries as these. Conversion is 
the turning of the soul, its turning round — away 
from it our idols, and turning to the true and 
living God. 

Nor are we using words without any definite and 
intelligible sense when we speak of the turning of 
the soul; for though the expression may seem 
vague and unmeaning to those truly unhappy per- 
sons, whose minds are set upon explaining away the 
necessity of conversion, or satisfying themselves 
with something short of the reality; and though 
turning be spoken commonly of things aeen, yet, if 
there be such a thing as for the heart of a wander- 
ing son to seek again his home, and turn again to 
the love of a father which has followed him in his 
distress, and sought him out in his wanderings, 
then, surely, there is such a thing as for the soul of 
a wandering sinner to turn — truly to turn — from 
its own erring ways, and from the idols which it 
has set up for itself — truly to turn to that God 
who is the Father of mercies, and the God of 
all consolation — truly to turn to Him and say, 
" Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
Thee, and am no more worthy to be called Thy 
son. " 

There is such a turning of the sovil \»AV&a>\ , sx*^ 
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this is conversion. Thus to be turned by God's 
grace is to be converted, and become as little 
children, and to enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

And we must receive this for a most certain 
truth — however hard it may strike at our prejudices 
— however offensive it may be to many of our 
natural feelings — yet we must receive it for a most 
certain truth, that by nature our souls are turned 
away from God, so that without being thus turned 
round, or converted, we can never but be afar off 
from God. We are continually (whatever we may 
seem to be doing), we are daily wandering further 
and further away from God, until we do, by God's 
awakening grace, come to ourselves, and feel our 
need of turning to our Father in heaven. I repeat 
it — however unpleasant a truth it may be, we must 
receive it as a most certain truth, that as we are 
born — as we are by nature, our souls are turned 
away from God. And it matters not for our pre- 
sent purpose, in what particular direction our souls 
may be turning — it matters not what may be the 
idol, to which they are doing homage — it is enough 
that they are turning away from God, walking in 
their own ways, and serving their own wills. 

One may be openly serving divers lusts and 
passions, disregarding all that is sacred, all that is 
holy, making it his one object to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season. Another may be (while shun- 
ning intemperance and injustice) seeking only the 
things of this world. Another may be sacrificing 
to the demon of hypocrisy ; and another to the idol 
of superstition; and another to the delusions of 
fanaticism : but all are alike in this, that all are 
turning away from God, and all are choosing for 
themselves other gods, not the Lord. Yea, rather, 
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all are alike in this, that each one has chosen 
himself to be his god. Self is the idol, under 
many forms, which each bows down to ; or rather, 
there is no bowing down, because each one is 
exalted as a god to himself. Pride and self — in 
some form — reign within ; and they turn the soul 
away from God ; and they put into the soul a voice 
which exalts itself against the knowledge of God — 
a voice which says — " What, T, shall I give up my 
honour, and I my riches, and I my own righteous- 
ness ? Shall I renounce my wisdom, and all that 
I have attained to ? And shall I think to be saved 
by the same covenant as the poor sinner from the 
highways ? Shall I be humble ? shall I bow down ? 
shall I debase myself ? shall I suffer and submit ? 
shall I go to be taught like a child P shall I be 
treated as a babe ?" 

Thus speaks the voice. Believe it, brethren, 
we may deceive ourselves into thinking it is not 
so ; *but there is a voice which speaks something 
after this manner in the natural heart of every 
man. And what answer has the Word of God 
for that voice? Truly it tells us, "Yea, verily 
thou must — if you would be a Christian indeed, 
you must be converted and become as a little 
child. You must renounce all these vain thoughts ; 
you must cast away all these idols of the heart ; 
you must be changed/' It says — Yes; the 
Word of Christ says plainly, "Except ye be 
converted and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

Instead of all that spirit of pride and self-will, 
instead of all those idols of self-worship, there must 
be a humble, childlike spirit of meekness, and teach- 
ableness, and submission; )vx£\,as» a.\\\&fc OeS^^^ 

c 
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lay its bead and rest gently in a parent's arms, not 
held by constraint, not struggling to go free ; but 
with that instinctive feeling which makes it cling 
to the bosom of one who loves it and cares for 
it, conscious of its own helplessness, and trusting 
itself, with an entire confidence, to the shelter of 
a father's or a mothers love, as knowing that there, 
and only there, it can look for protection, safety, 
resjt. • 

Oh ! this childlike spirit, which brings us low in 
a sense of our utter insufficiency of ourselves, our 
own feebleness and helplessness — which humbles 
all our proud thoughts — which makes the stout- 
hearted man to be all lowliness and meekness — 
which makes the wise man to be of a teachable and 
humble mind — which makes the rich man to be 
poor in spirit, and the strong man to be gentle, even 
to be of broken and contrite heart, and to tremble at 
God's Word — which brings all down together, cast- 
ing away all their idols, and all their vain thoughts, 
and all the proud imaginations of their hearts, for- 
saking their own ways, and awaking to their own 
folly, and their need of a Father's care and a Father's 
love — which brings all down together in penitence 
and meekness before God's throne — this is in 
truth the very root of true conversion. " The lofty 
looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness 
of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone 
shall be exalted in that day." (Isaiah ii. 11.) 

There can be no turning, brethren, no turning of 
the heart, no conversion of the soul to God, without 
becoming thus like little children. This childlike 
spirit of humility, and helplessness, and trust — this 
alone leads to conversion — this alone is conversion. 
u Except ye be converted and become as little 
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children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." 

But, oh ! how our hearts try to escape this truth ! 
how they shrink from being made low and humble, 
and like little children ! And so they go to seek 
the kingdom of heaven here or there, and get 
themselves involved in difficulties and perplexities, 
and all because they will not humble themselves to 
receive the truth of Christ's Gospel, in the simpli- 
city of faith ; will not, as " new-born babes, desire 
the sincere milk of the word, that they may grow 
thereby." (1 Pet. ii. 2.) 

But when the soul is thus humbled through the 
knowledge of God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
— humbled perhaps by some heavy affliction, as when 
God, it may be, takes away the objects of our 
idolatry, and makes us feel that the whole world is 
to us a void and empty thing — or perhaps, by 
pain, and sickness, and weariness, making us sen- 
sible of the vanity of all earthly things, and the 
unprofitableness of all the treasures of the world 
for dying men, soon to stand before the judgment- 
seat of Christ — or else by other means awakening 
the soul, and making it heavy with bitter sorrow, 
and causing it to grieve and mourn for sin — when 
by any means the soul is thus truly humbled, and 
with a penitent and contrite heart turns to God 
through Christ, that it may seek, as a little child, 
rest and shelter beneath the wings of a heavenly 
Father's love — oh ! then, what safety, what rest, 
what peace is there 1 None can tell it ! It passeth 
all understanding ! 

And is it a light change, think you, brethren, 
that passeth over such a heart ? Is it a i\$}& ^<s^ 
which, by faith of Chmt otA \X\& *\.w\s*% ^ 
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his Spirit, is thus wrought within such a soul? 
Oh ! surely not ; unless it be a matter of no mo- 
ment, the change from night to day, from darkness 
to light, from disease or death to life and health. 
To such an one, indeed, old things are passed 
away, all things are become new. As one dead to 
the world, he lives a new life to God. The spring 
of his life is new; his life is animated by new 
motives ; his heart is influenced by new feelings, 
new desires, new affections. He walks by faith, not 
by sight ; he looks not to the things seen and tem- 
poral, but to things unseen and eternal. His life is 
regulated by new rules ; he lives not to please him- 
self. It is not out of regard to man that he shapes 
his course; but always misunderstood, and perhaps 
many times mocked and derided, by the world, he 
lives and endures as seeing Him, who is invisible. 
There is within him a holy hatred of sin, as sin, as 
a thing grievous and offensive to his heavenly 
Father. There is within him a deep sorrow for the 
sinfulness which is yet within him — a striving and 
an earnest desire to be conformed to the image of 
God in righteousness and true holiness. The work 
of God is deep down in his heart — no superficial 
excitement, but deep and true, leading him con- 
tinually to mortify all sinful and corrupt affections, 
and daily to proceed in all virtue and godliness in 
living. 

Thus it is, ray brethren, with the converted man. 
The love of God to fallen man has been revealed 
to his heart by God's Holy Spirit. He has seen 
" God in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto theni" (2 Cor. v. 
19.) He has, through grace, obeyed the call where- 
with he has been entreated te be reconciled unto 
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God. He has been justified freely, embracing heartily 
the covenant of his Baptism ; and, truly laying hold 
on the grace which has made him the child of God 
by adoption, he has turned away from his idols, 
from theworld,fromhimself — turned to God through 
Christ; and now the life which he lives in the 
flesh he lives by the faith in the Son of God, who 
loved him, and gave Himself for him. 

One will say, " I once made a mock at sin, and 
went far astray in forgetfulness of God; but it 
pleased God in his mercy to startle and awaken 
me from my course of ruin. He laid me low, and 
made me see my sins, and feel what sin is. He led 
me to the Cross of the Redeemer ; and now, thanks 
to his abounding mercy, I have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Another will say, "Once I thought I had no 
need of a Saviour; I lived a regular life, and 
esteemed myself better than all others. I thought 
it was well with me. I was upright in my dealings, 
and I thought there was nothing wrong in my 
heart. But it pleased God to show me that my 
heart within was full of pride ; that I was at enmity 
with Him ; that my soul was full of sin ; and that I 
could only be pardoned through the blood of Christ. 
Now, thanks be to his Name, my hope is all in 
His mercy, for I know that I am the chief of 
sinners." 

Another will say, "Time was that I was 
accounted — yea, I accounted myself — a very reli- 
gious person. I was always at my place in church. 
I never absented myself from the Holy Communion, 
I thought much and spoke much about religion. 
I was zealous for certain religious views, and 
strongly I opposed certam &oc\xytls&. ^^^Sosss^s^ 
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God's mercy I was brought to see that there was 
a spirit of self-righteousness mingling with all I 
did ; and while I was seeking to seem to myself 
more holy than other men, I was really ignorant ai 
the way of salvation. I was seeking a righteous- 
ness, and a holiness, and a strength of my own, 
instead of humbling myself as a little child to the 
faith of Christ. Now, thank God, He has showa 
me how hateful all this was in His sight, how all 
my righteousness is as filthy rags. He has taught 
me to seek mere undeserved mercy, as a penitent 
among penitents, as a sinner among sinners. I 
look back now to the Baptism wherewith I was 
baptized for the remission of sins. My only hope 
is in God's mercy through Christ, whereby He 
justifieth the ungodly (Rom. iv. 5) ; and my strong 
confidence is only in the assurance that " there is no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.'" 
(Rom. viii. I.) 

And what will such persons think of the painful 
convictions, and sorrows of repentance through which 
they passed, and by which they were converted and 
became as little children? Will tbey say (think 
you) that it was scarcely worth while to have suf- 
fered as they have suffered ? No, truly. Rather 
they will tell you, that their bitterest sorrows are 
now in their memory sweeter than this world's 
joys : for so it is, my brethren, God knows how 
to comfort those that are cast down. He is a re- 
warder of those that diligently seek Him. He has 
joys in store for those who turn to Him — for those 
4 who are converted, and become as little children. 
And oh ! what are all the treasures of Egypt — 
what are all the treasures of the world, compared 



SERMON II. 23 

with those joys — the joys of the kingdom of 
heaven ? 

Did not the man who found that pearl of great 
price, go and sell all that he had to buy it ? What- 
ever it may cost us, whatever it may require us to 
give up (and let the truth be told, it must cost us 
the sacrifice of our darling lust, and the sin which 
we cherish in our hearts — it does require the sur- 
render of our lives, and all that we hold dear, 
of our very selves), whatever it may cost, dear 
brethren, be sure the gain is great — oh ! how 
great ! If it were only the present peace, who could 
value it aright 1 But that present peace — the comfort 
and the joy of the Christian now— oh ! you know, 
brethren, that it is but as the little fountain which 
flows onward into the mighty stream. The joy 
wherewith the converted man rejoices in the Lord 
is but an earnest of the joys wherewith he will 
hereafter rejoice — rejoice in the joys which are at 
God's right hand for evermore. 

Oh ! then, brethren, do you pray with me ; let 
us pray — for ourselves, for one another, for many 
more — that, by becoming as little children — by 
being truly converted — we may at length attain, 
through God's infinite mercy, to those blessed and 
unspeakable joys. 

" Turn Thou us, O good Lord, and so shall we 
be turned. Be favourable, O Lord, be favourable 
to thy people, who turn to Thee in weeping, fast- 
ing, and praying ; for Thou art a merciful God, full 
of compassion, long-suffering, and of great pity. 
Thou sparest when we deserve punishment, and in 
thy wrath thinkest upon mercy. Spare thy people, 
good Lord, spare them, and let not thine heritage 
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be brought to confusion. Hear us, Lord, for 
thy mercy is great, and after the multitude of thy 
mercies look upon us; through the merits and medi- 
ation of thy blessed Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen/' 



WHO NEED CONVEESIONP 



Matthew xviii. 3. — " Verily, I say unto you, Except ye be, con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." 

HAVING, on Sunday last, endeavoured to give 
an answer to the question, " What is con- 
version ?" that we might have something like an 
adequate notion of that change of which our 
Saviour speaks in the text ; we will proceed now 
to another inquiry on the same momentous sub- 
ject — an inquiry which we shall find it not difficult 
to answer, if we have borne in our minds, and 
pondered in our hearts, the lessons we have already 
learnt about conversion. 

The inquiry of which I speak, which is to oc- 
cupy us this afternoon, is this — " Who need it? 
Who are they who require to be converted?" It 
might be sufficient to answer briefly, " All those 
who are not converted." All these, without any 
exception— all must be converted, and become as 
little children, if they would enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. The assertion of our Saviour 
cannot be limited to those few to whom He first 
addressed his words. It is an universal truth for 
all human kind. It is a truth founded on the con- 
dition of human nature. It applies to all alike. 
There is for none an entrance into the kingdom of 
heaven without conversion. Ttaxs&st^ \ %wj /"*■ 
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might be sufficient answer to the question, " Who 
need it ?" to reply, "All who have it not." All 
who are not converted must be converted, or else 
be strangers for ever to the kingdom of heaven. 

But yet, in order that an answer like this, with 
all the simple force of heaven-taught truth, may 
(through God's blessing) obtain a faster grasp on 
the heart and conscience, by a more particular 
application, let us bring for examples some few 
cases to be tried by this test, and to have an an- 
swer to their inquiries from the Word of God. 
In doing so, indeed, we may seem perhaps to be 
repeating what has been said before ; but, at any 
rate, we shall only be repeating truths which we 
are persuaded, dear brethren, that we need to have 
again and again impressed upon ns-trnths, which 
therefore we desire so to repeat over and over 
again, that we may leave no way to escape from 
their power. 

I. First, then, there shall come one — the repre- 
sentative, we fear, of a vast multitude of men — 
one, the language of whose heart, when he speaks, 
or thinks, or is spoken to, on matters concerning 
his soul's health, is after this manner : — " I know, 
indeed," so he speaks, " I know, indeed, that in 
the course of my life there have been many things 
which have been not exactly as they should be. In 
my youth, I was foolish, and thoughtless, as it is na- 
tural for youth to be. And since then, also, I have 
been, no doubt, not everything I should be. But 
still, there is nothing which gives me much uneasi- 
ness. I wish, in some things, I had done other- 
wise, and if I had to live life over again, I would 
do many things differently. But yet, upon the 
whole, I believe my life will bear looking into, as 
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well or better than most others. In many things, 
I have been very particular, and, I believe all who 
know me will bear witness to jny character, and 
speak favourably of me. ,, 

Well, brethren, we will suppose such an one 
coming and asking the question, " I, and such as 
I, do we need to be converted? Will you say 
that conversion is necessary for us?" 

But the answer is very plain, very easy. If you 
are not converted, you do need conversion. And, 
certainly, in all that you have said, there is nothing 
to prove that you are converted. Nay, we must 
go further. It might be, that in all this alone 
there was no evidence of the contrary ; but in the 
fact of your alleging these things as affording any 
claim of exemption from the necessity of conver- 
sion — in this, brethren, be assured there is evi- 
dence — unanswerable evidence — that you are not 
converted. And, oh ! remember the words of Him 
who is the only Saviour of mankind — "Except ye 
be converted, and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

II. But now we will take another case. It shall 
be that of one known as a religious professor — one 
whose heart speaks thus : — " From my youth up- 
wards, I have been strict and punctual in all reli- 
gious duties, in all devout exercises. The ordi- 
nances of the Church I observe, uphold, and main- 
tain. I am never absent without cause from divine 
worship. I receive the Sacrament at stated inter- 
vals. I do not allow anything in myself or my 
household, which I consider inconsistent with my 
religious principles. I was baptized in infancy, and 
have never since fallen grievously into the ways of 
sin. I was confirmed at the usual tiv&&, toAA \&»&sv 
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it my endeavour, in my conduct and actions, to per- 
form strictly what I conceive to be my part of the 
Christian covenant. Will you say that I, too, need 
to be converted?" 

This, my brethren, is a question the answer to 
which must not be too hastily given, lest it be 
misunderstood It is one, too, of so much im- 
portance in connection with the subject we have in 
hand, that we would not hurriedly dismiss it. Thus 
much, however, may be answered at once. All you 
have alleged is quite insufficient to prove that you 
are converted. We have already seen that there 
may be all this, and more than this, without con- 
version. And if you are not converted, you do 
need conversion still ; for we may not limit the 
universal application of our Saviour's declaration 
in the text. True it may be, that as far as human 
eyes can see, all is well. It is well that you have 
shunned the path of vice. It is well that you 
are upright and honourable. It is well that you 
tread the courts of the Lord's house. But be not 
deceived. The question we have to do with is a 
question concerning the power of godliness, not 
the form thereof. 

But then it will be asked, " Do you deny the 
possibility of God's grace working in the heart of 
a little child, and leading it from very infancy in 
the paths of holiness ? Do you deny that there 
can ever be the case of men growing up from 
childhood into manhood, and still from the begin- 
ning daily increasing in virtue and in all godli- 
ness ? " And we answer to this question emphati- 
cally, " No ! " No, God forbid that we should 
deny it. Would God, the Church of Christ 
might see many such cases, might cherish in her 



SERMON III. 29 

bosom many such little ones, might see her loving 
children growing up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, to be her comfort in her days of 
sorrow and rebuke. 

But what we do desire most steadfastly to main- 
tain is this, that in all such cases — the cases of 
persons so happy (how rare such cases are we 
need not say) — there has been a conversion from 
the beginning. Theirs is no exception to the uni- 
versal rule, which makes conversion needful for all. 
They are converted. They are living, and have 
lived from very childhood a converted life." And 
because in their case their conversion was not a 
turning from a former course of life, yet was it 
not the less a turning from themselves — a. turning 
all away from the natural devices and desires of 
their own hearts — a turning away from sin, and 
the world, and themselves to God. ' 

It may be said indeed perhaps, that they never 
strictly became as little children ; but if so, it is 
only because they never ceased to be as little 
children — by God's grace and by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, overcoming even the first tendencies to 
childish obstinacy, and pride, and self-will, and 
from very infancy continually increasing in hu- 
mility and submission, and confiding love. 

That which we do desire most strenuously to deny 
— the error which we would most carefully guard 
against,, is the vain imagination that, after Baptism, 
to keep one's self from open sin in act and deed, 
and at the same time to be regular in observance 
of the ordinances of the Church — that this does iu 
$ny sort do away with the necessity of conversion. 
This is an error not less dangerous, though in our 
days, it may be, far less common, t,to&\ta& ^svs^- 
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ing indifference and thoughtlessness about the high 
privileges and responsibilities of our new birth 
into the Church of Christ. In days of old, it must 
have been this error, or something like it, which 
led men sometimes to delay their Baptism (as men, 
now-a-days, alas ! put off repentance) to their last 
sickness. It is a sad and fatal mistake, which 
arises from somehow or other forgetting how Jesus 
Christ alone is " the way, the truth, and the life," 
and that " no man cometh unto the Father but by 
Him." (John xiv. 6.) 

That which we must regard as the happy course 
for those baptized in infancy is that of those who, 
almost as soon as they awake to the knowledge of 
earthly things and earthly relationships, awake alike 
to know of the things of God, and the love of their 
Father in heaven, the eyes of whose understand- 
ing are scarcely sooner opened to temporal than 
to spiritual things. Beginning with filial love to 
God, they pray in the spirit of adoption, pray with 
secret, heartfelt prayer, and begin to live a hidden 
life, the life of God's Spirit — a life which none can 
see but their Father who seeth in secret. And 
so they go on to the fuller apprehension (as their 
capacities ripen) of their redemption through the 
blood of Christ, of the debt of ten thousand talents 
which has been freely forgiven them; and thus 
going on, building their confidence, their full assu- 
rance of hope on the one foundation of the Cross 
of Christ, they grow in penitence, they grow in 
love, they grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

This, then, is the happy case of those who, from 
the beginning, continue in that state of salvation 
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to which, by God's exceeding mercy, they were 
called in holy Baptism. 

Short of this is the case of those on whose 
hearts religious truth early makes a deep impres- 
sion. The Word of God has a hold upon their 
hearts, and that hold becomes stronger and 
stronger as they grow in years. They pray ear- 
nestly, in their thoughtful moments, to be guided 
into the right way ; they shun every evil path, and 
at last the victory is won. Their hearts are sur- 
rendered, yielded up to God. By faith they take 
to themselves the privileges of their Baptism — they 
take on them the easy yoke of their Redeemer. 
And thus they become, in early years, converted to 
God. 

This is the case of those who are early trained 
up from Baptism to conversion. 

Very different from both these — though perhaps 
without much apparent distinction — is the case of 
that man who grows up in so grievous a mistake 
as to imagine that conversion is not needful for 
him, because he has performed and is performing 
all that is required of him, forgetting that the faith 
of a crucified Saviour stands at the head of all his 
religious duties. Experience tells us how much 
men may do, how much they may suffer, how 
much apparent devotion there may be, how many 
acts of austerity, how much sedulous attention to 
all that is outward in religion, all springing from 
motives alien from true godliness. Perhaps no- 
where is it seen more manifestly than in the wor- 
shippers of false gods among the Indians. Indeed, 
it is not to be disputed that false religions, and 
mistaken views of religion, exercise a far stronger 
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influence on man, short of conversion, than true 
religion does. 

There may have been since Baptism no grievous 
outward sin. There may have been an outwardly 
very religious life, and even the appearance of 
much devotion and self-denial. And yet all may 
be springing from motives which not only have 
nothing to do with conversion, but which actually 
set a man against conversion, making him hostile 
to the true faith of Christ, making him desirous to 
justify himself, and so to build altogether on a 
wrong foundation. 

Such an one has fallen away from the covenant 
into which he was baptized ; and the truth is one 
which needs to be enforced on him as much as on' 
any other, " Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into the king-; 
dom of heaven/' 

Yes, brethren, there can be no doubt about' 
it. All who have fallen away from the grace of 
God in Christ, and from the covenant of their 
Baptism — fallen away — whatever they may once 
have seemed to be, whatever they may have been — 
all who have fallen away — either fallen away into 
open sin, and thoughtlessness about their souls, or 
fallen away into another covenant, to trust to 
something in themselves, and to build on their own 
righteousness, instead of building on the one only 
foundation which God has laid for our faith to rest 
upon — all such are not living by the faith of the 
Son of God, are not running the Christian race, 
nor fighting the Christian fight ; and if they come 
to inquire, "Do we need to be converted ?" the 
answer must be, " Yes, indeed you do. None stand 
in more urgent need of true conversion." 
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III. But it is time we should turn to some other- 
case. A man thinks perhaps he stands in no need' 
of conversion, because he is already changed, fie 
has materially altered his conduct and course of life. 
Years ago he was reckless and wanton, the cause 
of continual trouble to his friends ; but now he is 
steady, and his friends rejoice in the evident change 
and improvement in his manner of life. In such an 
one there has been a change, a marked and observed 
change. Does he still need to be converted P 

Of course, the answer depends entirely upon : 
what that former change has been — whether or not 
that was conversion. He is changed much. Was 
that change conversion ? Is he converted ? Upon 
the answer to this question depends entirely his 
present need to be converted. If that change was 
conversion, it is well. If it was not, he needs yet to- 
be converted. The answer therefore must be re- 
solved into a searching examination as to what that 
past change was, or rather what his presentlife is 
—whether or not it be a new, a converted life. 

This, however, I think an important caution^ 
that it does not follow that because he forsook 
vice, therefore he was then converted. It is gene- 
rally admitted that a man may be a man of good 
character, without being converted ; but there is a 
very general impression that when a man, from 
being a bad character, becomes reformed, there is 
at least a strong presumption that that change was 
true conversion. And a presumption perhaps 
there is, but certainly.it is no necessary conse-; 
quence. There may be no work of God in all that 
reformation. Satan will sometimes set men out- 
wardly to reform themselves. And man may be 
proud of what he has been, and what he has be- 
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come— out of what he has made himself to be 
what he is. In all this outward apparent im- 
provement there may be an actual doing despite 
to the spirit of grace, the spirit of faith, and 
humility, and penitence, and childlike submission. 
There may be glorying in self, glorying in boasted 
virtue, glorying in human righteousness, instead 
of glorying in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But some one will say, " The change which I 
have gone through was a very different one from 
that. .The change which I experienced was a 
change within. It was as if a voice from heaven 
spake to my soul. Now I want nothing more. And 
now I know that I am safe ; now I know that I am 
very different from what I was, very different from 
other men ; now I am sure that nothing can ever 
make me fear, nothing can ever shake my confidence." 

Does such an one need to be converted ? 

Again, my brethren, the answer must all depend 
upon the inquiry — " Was that former change in- 
deed conversion? Did it lead to that which is 
now a converted life ?" 

Now, most true indeed it is that there is a real 
confidence, the work of God's Spirit — a confidence 
resting only on the merits of our Redeemer. There 
is, by the faith of Him, a full assurance of hope. 
I only wish to remind you that there is also a false 
confidence ; the effect, in some cases, of a heated 
imagination, which is connected with spiritual 
pride, and which makes men very far from being 
converted, and becoming as little children. Instead 
of this childlike spirit of humility, there is a proud 
sense of superiority, and a disdaining, contemptu- 
ous treatment of all others, with a presumptuous 
unholy confidence in themselves, as objects of the 
special fa vour of heaven. Very diffeTCi&frouL this is 
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the humble confidence of the faithful Christian, who 
is never satisfied with what he is, but is always for- 
getting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before. 

Therefore, brethren, let us not think that strong 
feelings, and strong confidence, and the remem- 
brance of certain sensations at a particular time — 
let us not think that these are sure and unfailing 
evidences of conversion. The surest and best evi- 
dences of conversion are to be sought from the 
present, not from the past. It is not like the 
Christian to say, " The great work is done ; I have 
already attained; I am already perfect. The 
Christian who lives to God by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, who lives a new life, daily seeking a nearer 
conformity to his Saviour's image, he and only he 
can be well assured that he has been truly con- 
verted to God. 

From this then — from an inquiry into the reality 
of our present life, whether it be a new and a holy 
life to God, springing from a new heart and a 
new spirit wrought in us by the faith of Jesus 
Christ — from this we are to seek an answer to 
the inquiry, f whether we are converted. And 
from this, again, are we to answer the question, 
"Do we heed conversion?" We do need to be 
converted, if we be not converted; for "Except 
we be converted, and become as little children, we 
shall not enter the kingdom of heaven." We do 
need conversion, if our souls are not trulv turned 
to God. We do need to become as little children, 
if we have no spirit in us, as the spirit of little 
children, showing itself in humility, meekness, sub- 
mission, and confiding love. 

Who, then, are they who need to fie cowoettefl^ 
The answer to this question ws xansb. ^Ssaa* ^* 
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yourselves, to judge not of your neighbours, but 
of your own hearts. The question presses for an 
answer in its application at home, not abroad — at 
home, at the soul of each one of you. It is for 
you to see how it stands with yourself. To ask, 
"Do I need to be converted?" And for the 
answer you must go and inquire — not of the out- 
ward decorum of your life, not of the strict regu- 
larity of your attention to outward religious du- 
ties, nor of your merely outward conduct in any 
way since your Baptism, nor of any change either 
in your course of conduct, or your inward emotions 
at any particular period of your lives — No ! bit 
inquire for the answer in the secret chambers of 
the heart ; inquire of the soul's desires and long- 
ings ; inquire of the life it is living, of the fight it 
is fighting. See whether it is the life and the war- 
fare of a real turning of the soul to God, as of a 
child returning to a parent, and if as of a son to a 
loving Father — turning with true humility and godly 
sorrow. See whether the life which you now Hve 
in the flesh, you live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved us and gave Himself for us. It is an in- 
quiry in which we can scarcely be too cautious, we 
may easily be too secure. It is an inquiry in which 
we need the help of divine light and guidance ; for 
of ourselves alone we shall but deceive ourselves. 
But the light of God's Spirit shall make us to know 
the truth. May God then help us to know our- 
selves. May his Spirit guide us while we examine 
ourselves. Let the prayer of the Psalmist then be 
our prayer : " Try me, God, and seek the ground 
of my heart : prove me and examine my thoughts^ 
Look well if there be any way of wickedness in 
me : and lead me in the way everlasting. " (Psalm 
cxxxix. 23, 24.) 
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Matthsw xviii. 3.~-" Verily I say unto you, Except ye be eon- 
verted, and become as little children, ye snail not enter into 
• the kingdom of heaven." 

IT is true very commonly in the affairs of this 
present world, that what a man earnestly 
desires, with such a desire as sets him steadfastly 
and diligently to seek it, he is pretty sure to obtain. 
And so we say, " Where there's a will, there's a 
way." The thing may be very difficult, but the 
chief difficulty many times is overcome, when the 
man has formed the resolution and made up his 
mind to do his best, and strive his utmost in the 
work ; and therefore it is commonly said, that " a 
thing well begun is half done." 

But if this truth is one which may be applied to 
the affairs of this our mortal life, how much more 
to the affairs of our immortal souls ! Here, in this 
world, our best endeavours must sometimes fail ; 
but the real striving of the soul after spiritual 
things never faileth. In matters of human skill 
or bodily strength, the task may be too high for 
us ; our health may fail, our strength may waste 
away, and our labour be in vain ; our earnest de- 
sires may be altogether frustrate. But it is never 
so in the affairs of our souls. Here half the battle 
and more than half, is gained in the will and the 
desire. Here, to strive earnestly and perseyeringly 
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is assuredly to obtain; to pray heartily and fer- 
vently, is to have our prayer heard and accepted in 
heaven. Here it is universally true, that " Every 
one that asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh- 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened." (Matt. vii. 8.) 

And are there any of us, my brethren, asking, 
and seeking, and knocking P I trust there may be 
$ome — some who, by God's mercy, may have been 
led by the inquiry into their own condition to feel 
their need of being truly converted to God. They 
have found the thoughts about conversion very 
heart-searching thoughts; and they have become 
sensible that they need something which they have 
not of themselves ; and they are now earnestly de- 
siring to know how they may in truth obtain the 
reality of conversion. 

Oh ! brethren, if there be any such, persevere, 
and you shall find ; knock, and il shall be opened 
to you. I would wish this afternoon, to say some- 
what that may help to guide and direct you in 
your seeking. I will endeavour to lead you to an 
answer to the inquiry, "How are we converted?" 
And I pray God to bless what may be said, to the 
everlasting profit of our souls. 

I. The first thing to be observed for our guid- 
ance and direction is this — that the work is not 
the work of man's own strength. Fearful, indeed, 
is the power which man has of resisting, and set- 
ting himself against the conversion of his soul. To 
yield or to resist, to be turned or to refuse, to be 
converted or to be hardened — in this, indeed, is 
man 8 choice and man's trial. But it is a power 
from on high— a power from God— which alone is 
able to convert, and to heal. 
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Man — erring and straying man — not only must 
be sought out by the mercy of God, for he cannot 
seek himself ; but he must also have a way made 
for him to return, for he cannot make a way for 
himself; and even then, he cannot return in his 
own power or strength ; he needs to have a new 
power, a new strength, a new life : and, thank 
God, there is One who says, "I am the way, the 
truth, and the life." (John xiv. 6.) "And his 
strength is made perfect in weakness." (2 Cor. 
xii. 9.) 

So the conversion of man is the work of God. 
It is too great & work for man. It is the work of 
God's Spirit calling us, awakening us, enlighten- 
ing our souls, and turning them to God. The 
darkness of our souls must be pierced by the light 
of God's Spirit, and from the deadness of our souls 
we must be roused by his power, before we can 
know anything of conversion. And therefore, 
while in ourselves — in our own hearts, in our own 
wills — rests the responsibility of obeying or resist- 
ing God's call, insomuch that God addresses his 
people by the prophet, saying, "Turn yourselves 
and live ye" (Ezek. xviii. 32), yet, if we would be 
converted to God, so important is it that we should 
feel our need of a higher power than we possess of 
ourselves, that there is nothing which will more 
effectually hinder the work altogether than our de- 
pending on our own strength, and refusing humbly 
to seek the power of God's Spirit. No more hope- 
less sign can be exhibited in reference to the eternal 
interests of a soul, than when it shall say proudly, 
•• I have turned," or, " I can turn myself ; " while, 
on the other hand, it is a good sign i*dc«in<W ? 
in the sense of their own \u&^m%\k&%^ «£& *Gwssx. 
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need of an effectual power to work in them a great 
work, the souls of sorrowing sinners shall cry to 
heaven, "TJnrn Thou us, O good Lord, and so 
shall we be turned." 

. II. But there is another observation not less 
needful for us in this inquiry. It is this, that God's 
Holy Spirit in this wprk on man's soul works by 
the Gospel of pur Lord Jesus Christ. As the 
Spirit of God is the agent, so the Gospel of Christ 
is the instrument whereby this work is wrought 
within us. This is as the hammer in the hand of 
the workman — the hammer whereby he breaketh 
the rock in pieces. This is the hammer whereby 
God breaks our stony hearts, and makes them con* 
trite for sin. Or, to use another figure, this is as 
the medicine in the hand of the physician. This is, 
the medicine whereby the diseases of our souls we 
to be healed. 

It is by the gift of Christ that the Holy Spirit i» 
given unto us (Ephes. iv. 7) ; and it is of Christ 
that this Spirit witnesseth. His office it is to tes- 
tify to us of Christ and to glorify Christ. (John xv. 
26 ; xvi. 14.) Our hearts need to be taught ; and 
God's Holy Spirit alone can teaeh them : and He 
teaches us of Christ. Our hearts need to be sanc- 
tified ; and God's Spirit alone can sanctify them : 
and He sanctifies them — not as by some magical 
charm — but He sanctifies them by the knowledge of 
Christ. 

Thus it is that the Holy Spirit worketh in us. 
He worketh in us by teaching us of the knowledge 
of God, and of Jesus Christ our Lord. And thus 
therefore we must seek that mighty power which 
we need for our conversion and sanctitication— for 
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the "beginning and the increase of our growth in 
grace. We must seek it, not by virtue of any 
works of our own, but by the faith of Jesus Christ 
the Son of God — by that faith which shall teach us 
to see in Him a Saviour mighty to save, a Re* 
deemer through Whom alone we have remission of 
sins, and inheritance among the elect of God. We 
must seek it, casting away our own righteousness, 
which is of the law, and holding fast that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith. (Philip, iii. 9.) We may 
seek the power of God's Spirit by other ways than 
this, but none otherwise can we ever know it, how- 
ever we may seek. However we may labour, while 
in our labour we blind our eyes to the faith of 
Christ crucified, all our labour will be in vain, 
there will be no work of God — nothing of the 
power of his Spirit. 

Oh ! that our hearts were more ready to be 
taught to leave all they value, and to turn away 
from themselves, to see how all our wisdom is folly 
and all our righteousness as a loathsome thing, to 
see in ourselves (as we are by nature) nothing but 
what is unclean — so might we learn to know of a 
truth how Jesus Christ " is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp* 
tion." (1 Cor. i. 30.) 

" This only," asks the Apostle of the Galatians, 
" this only would I learn of you, Received ye the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing 
of faith ?" (Gal. iii. 2.) It was by the hearing of 
faith that they received God's Spirit; and so it 
must be with us. Still it is by the hearing of faith 
that God's Spirit is received — by the taariug of 
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faith that that Spirit worketh in us — by the hear* 
ing of faith that we must seek that power by which 
alone our souls may be truly converted. 

It is by this hearing of faith— this faith in Christ 
crucified for sinners — this faith which looks to the 
perfected work of the Son of God, which beholds 
Him dying for our sins, and rising again for our 
justification — this faith which sees in Jesus Christ 
the One foundation which God hath laid in Zion 
for our faith and hope to build upon — this faith 
which accepts the record " that God hath given to 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son" (1 John 
v. 11) — it is by this hearing of faith that we are 
first awakened and our minds really enlightened to 
know where we are, to behold ourselves, as erring 
sheep, wandering far away from our home, far 
away from peace and safety — it is by this that we 
are brought to feel how there could be nothing but 
ruin for us, if there were no way for us to return- 
brought to think of our Father in heaven — brought 
to listen to his message of mercy and love — 
brought to obey his call in the Gospel, and thus 
made to be his sons, not now wandering sons, but 
his converted sons — his converted sons of whom 
it is written, "As many«as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God." (Rom. viii. 14.) 
" The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit^ 
that we are the children of God." (Rom. viii. 16.) 
"Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father." (Gal. iv. 6.) 

While therefore we endeavour always to bear 
in mind that God's Holy Spirit creates us anew 
in righteousness and true holiness* let us never 
forget that He does this by teaching v*& jfr *t of aU 
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of our own sin, and of the free gift of pardon and 
peace through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let us be 
warned that while we refuse humbly to receive this 
gift as a gift, it is vain for us to think or to speak 
of pleasing God, or of following the motions of 
his Spirit. 

Hitherto we have confined ourselves to these two 
observations, that conversion is to be sought by 
the power of God's Spirit, and by the faith of 
Christ. And these are to be continually borne in 
mind as all-important for our view of this subject. 
As to the subordinate means of conversion there 
may be much variety, but in these there is an un- 
varying sameness. The Spirit of God — the faith of 
Christ — without these there is no conversion : except 
by these means we cannot be converted. Very 
various are the ways in which men are awakened 
to a care for their souls. Sometimes it may be 
suddenly, almost as by a lightning flash ; more fre- 
quently by a slower and less perceptible process, the 
Word of God striking, as it were, blow upon blow ; 
sometimes by a gradual opening of the eyes of the 
soul from very childhood, in which there may be 
no very marked or sensible turning-point at all. 

The immediate awakening cause, too, may be 
very different in different cases. Sometimes it 
may be a thoughtfulness will come into the mind, 
as it were unawares, without any known or appa- 
rent cause. Sometimes solitude, sometimes be- 
reavement, sometimes other severe afflictions, many 
times sickness, sometimes the sight of death — 
these things, and such as these, will sometimes 
effectually awaken the thoughtless. By such 
means as these will the Word of God «&\&sftxR&& 
&nd an entrance into the so\>L &ws&>BKfi&& *-hh»&. 



44 SERMON IV. 

spoken, as it were, by the wayside ; sometimes the 
remembrance of a text ; means, sometimes, which 
seemed unlikely to effect anything, have caused the 
heart to stir with the first movements of spiritual 
life. 

But great as may be the difference in these 
minor instruments in God's hand, there is no dif- 
ference in this, that all who are converted are con- 
verted by the Spirit of God, and by the faith of 
Christ. Let us pray God then, my brethren, for 
the power of his Spirit, truly to convince us of 
sin, and to teach our hearts the truth of Christ's 
glorious Gospel of Peace — the blessed truth as it 
is in Jesus — that truth by which alone our souls 
can be converted and healed. 

III. There is one other point which I think it 
not unimportant to notice. 1 1 is this-— that as we 
are converted by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, so 
the faith of the awakened soul, when rightly di- 
rected and informed, will seek to be made and will 

ft * 

be made partaker of Christ; will seek to he 
sealed, and will be sealed by his Spirit, in the 
Communion of the Church — that Spiritual Society 
which is the Body of Christ, and into which we 
are admitted by the Sacrament of Baptism. Not, 
of course, that our faith will see any divine efficacy 
in the water of Baptism, but that it will see in this 
Sacrament the presence of Christ blessing his 
own institution— see in it the sealing of Christ's 
promises — see in it the washing of Christ's blood 
and the power of his grace — see in it the door 
of entrance into a chosen brotherhood, having 
a covenanted title in the merits of the Re* 
deemer — a brotherhood to whom it is granted 
for Christ's sake, and thro\xg\i foivXta V^ \&9&v \&. 
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Call God their Father, and to look to heaven as 
their home. 

True indeed it is, that the soul of the penitent 
turning away from its idols, will never think to find 
what it wants in any power which ordinances pos- 
sess of themselves ; but yet in ordinances it may 
seek, it should be taught to seek Christ Himself. 
And truly in Christ's ordinances, Christ Himself 
shall be found of them that seek Him in them. It 
is one thing to warn unconverted men not to pre- 
sume upon ordinances ; it is another thing to turn 
away the eye of awakening faith from the inward 
and spiritual grace which accompanies the holy 
Sacraments. When rightly taught to understand 
the connection in which these holy ordinances 
stand by Christ's own appointment, not only with 
the profession of his religion, but yet rather with 
the blessings which by his precious blood-shed- 
ding He hath obtained to us, the soul of the con- 
vert will come to seek the free gift, and by faith to 
apprehend it, just where and just as Christ has 
ordained that he should seek it and find it. It 
will seek the gift of salvation and eternal life — it 
will seek Christ Himself in his Church, in the use 
of all the appointed means of grace, and espe- 
cially in the blessed Sacrament of his Body broken, 
and his Blood shed for sin. 

And now, my brethren, if we are fully persuaded 
of the truth of what has been said on these three 
points, and have our hearts impressed with its im- 
portance, it will be scarcely needful that we should 
be exhorted to be earnest in seeking the health of 
our souls, regular and devout in attendance at public 
worship, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, diligent in the study oi fifl»%^<w&**»^ 
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by the Spirit of our God. (1 Cor. vi. 11 ) We 
know how Christians of old time " continued stead- 
fastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayer (Acts ii. 42) ; 
and, while thus continuing, " built upon the founda- 
tion of the Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief corner-stone.' ' (Ephes. ii. 
20.), we know how they are continually ad- 
dressed as God's peculiar people, chosen, called to 
be saints ; we know how St. Peter writes to them, 
" Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that ye should 
show forth the praises of Him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light." (1 Pet. 
u. 9.) 

The Apostles preached the Gospel of Christ ; 
and where -they preached, God touched and opened 
the hearts of some who heard. They hearkened, 
they obeyed, they wiere turned from their idols, 
they sought the Lord. But as yet they were aliens/ 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, till 
by Baptism they put on Christ, and were admitted; 
into the family of God, and so turned to their 
Father in heaven as accepted, beloved children— * 
made the members of God's dear Son, made the 
temple of God's Holy Spirit, made to be heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ. IA such^c^bes as 

, tthese — the cases of adults who have grown up with- 
out the pale of Christ's Church-r-conversion ought 
to go before Baptism ; and Baptism ought not to 
be administered knowingly, except to those who 
have turned away from their idols. Ordinarily, 
indeed, their conversion cannot be complete, their 
souls cannot draw near to God in the spirit of. 

adoption, until they. have beeii m^e Go& v<^fcsm 
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by adoption and grace ; but their hearts must be 
turned — turned away from their idols, from the 
world, from themselves— turned towards . God to 
seek Him and to desire to be brought nigh to Him 
in the bonds of the Christian covenant, yea to be 
brought nigh to Him in Christ and in the ordi- 
nances of Christ's own appointment, or else they 
ought not to be baptized. When indeed persons 
of full age express a desire to be baptized, it is 
impossible for human beings to look into the heart, 
and St. Peter, we know, administered this holy 
Sacrament to one who showed afterwards that he 
was still " in the gall of bitterness and in the bond 
of iniquity." (Acts viii. 23.) But to administer 
baptism knowingly to unconverted persons is the 
same thing as to cast pearls before swine. 

But our case, my brethren, is different. For us 
the only hindrances— oh ! that we did but know 
it- — the only hindrances to our being the chosen 
people of God are in our own hearts. God is nigh 
to us if we will draw nigh to Him. We have 
been brought into the covenant of the Gospel. 
God is our merciful Father, if we will be his 
sons and daughters. The hindrances are all within 
ourselves. Living in the midst of the full stream 
of God's covenanted grace and mercy, we are 
straitened not in the abundance which may be ours 
without money and without price, but straitened 
in our own bowels, while we are seeking to be 
sufficient of ourselves, instead of hungeriug and 
thirsting after righteousness that we might be 
filled. The gifts of God are freely given to us;. 
Oh, that our hearts might be opened to receive 
them ! We have been baptized into Christ for the 
remission oi sins. Oh, that ovxt fo\\Xv \s&!^j&.\Nk> 
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know the things which are freely given to na of 
God ! Oh, that we would awake to know what is 
the faith of our Baptism, what is the life of a 
Christian ! We want a simple undoubting faith, to 
believe God's Word, to believe God's promises made 
to us. We refuse to believe in the simplicity of a 
holy faith, that Christ died and shed his blood for 
us, that we are in Christ, children of God, and in- 
heritors of heaven ; and so the gifts of God are 
unheeded, and all lie (so to speak) idle in our 
hands, adding only to our condemnation. And it 
must be so till, by the faith of Christ, we do turn 
again to our Father in heaven. Oh. may God 
put into our hearts to read, mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digest his Word, to pray to Him with all 
our hearts in the name of Jesus Christ ! May God 
put into our hearts the spirit of grace and suppli- 
cation, the spirit of true conversion ! 

My brethren, we are to you " ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us ; we 
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God." (2 Cor. v. 20.) And even though you may 
have erred grievously and gone very far astray, still 
we have the same message of mercy for you, still 
we pray you " be reconciled to God." To baptized 
Christians, that fountain for sin and uncleanness is 
not a closed but an open fountain ; and sinful as is 
all sin even in a heathen, exceeding sinful as is 
the sin of a Jew, far more exceeding sinful as is 
the sin of a Christian, yet still, blessed be God, the 
truth stands unshaken, that if we walk in his light, 
• <k the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin." (1 John i. 7.) 

How often, brethren, have you all been exhorted 
and entreated (o be at peace V\t\i Go&\\ax^\.W*r 
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every hindrance is taken away, how God "hath 
made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin ; that 
we might be made t{ie righteousness of God in 
Hini." (2 Cor. v. 21.) How often has God spoken 
to you in such words as these : "Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and I 
will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty/' (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18.) When God 
thus pleads with you by his word, invites you by 
his grace, strives with you by his Spirit, oh ! harden 
not your hearts against your heavenly Father's 
voice. 

« And ye, brethren, who are now seeking to be 
converted to God, this exhortation, this entreaty ,is 
made to you this day. Receive it not as the word 
of man, but as it is in truth — the word of God. 
See how God has put away your sins by the sacri- 
fice of his dear Son, and washed you not with the 
.washing of water merely, but with the washing of 
regeneration ; washed you with that blood which 
cleanseth from all sin. See how He is now ready 
to receive you as a Father would receive a wander- 
ing son — ready to embrace vou in the arms of his 
mercy. Oh ! my brother, will you not throw your- 
self into those arms ? Away with all trust in 
yourself. It is enough : He calls you. Cease to 
look about for any righteousness of yours, or any 
strength of your own. Stay not, delay not. See 
but your own sinfulness and misery. Hear his 
voice entreating you. See his loving-kindness 
waiting to be gracious to you. See it, and believe. 
See it ; believe, and live. Lo ! He is your Eatt&c* 
Lo ! yon are the child oi Go&. '1\n& ^sussfe Sa> 
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sure. The word of God is faithful. None shall 
be rejected. If you will but return ; if you will 
but leave all for Christ, then shall you enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Christ Himself is your 
Way. His Spirit will lead you in it. There shall 
be no casting out. There shall be no rejection. 
Rejection ! how can there be from Him who willeth 
not the death of a sinner, but rather that he should 
be converted and live ? 

" Turn ye even to me, saith the Lord, with all 
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, 
and with mourning. And rend your heart, and 
not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your 
God; for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth Him 
of the evil." (Joel ii. 12, 13.) 

Turn ye then to the Lord, brethren, and fear 
not. Turn to Him, and be converted. Turn to 
Him, and renew your baptismal covenant. Draw 
near to Him in the Holy Sacrament of Christ's 
Body and Blood. There — at the rich banquet of 
your Saviour's love— there renew all your vows. 
There shall you afresh be made partakers of Christ. 
So shall you dwell in Christ, and Christ in you ; so 
shall you be one with .Christ, and Christ with you ; 
and so shall there be joy in the presence of the' 
angels of God. 
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CAUTIONS. 



Matthbw xviii. 3.—" Verily, I gay unto you, Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." 

GOD'S revealed truth may be made use of — by 
a perversion of course — but yet may be 
made use of for the purposes of evil. It is a start- 
ling thing, no doubt, to say ; but it would seem that 
there is no divine truth which may not be abused 
to the service of the evil one. We know how 
Satan assailed the Lord of life with the words 
M it is written/' We know, too, how Satan him- 
self is transformed into an angel of light, and 
his ministers into apostles of Christ. (2 Cor. xi. 
14, 15.) No wonder, then, if for those who are 
willing to be blinded by the god of this world, 
God's own truth should be (so to speak) turned 
.into a lie, and made to minister to their own wilful 
self-deception. 

Thus, my brethren, we can never tell you, for 
the comfort and health of the penitent, of that 
pardoning grace which makes the sins of scar- 
let to be as white as snow, without sometimes 
fearing lest this truth should be fearfully dis- 
torted for evil by some who would continue in 
sin, that grace may abound. Or, again, we can- 
not set before you the height and the fobaasft. 
of your baptismal privilege \5aaX. ^\a \&iS^ \&s^ 
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embrace them and live, without the possibility 
of ministering to some form of human presump- 
tion. Or again, when we would urge upon you 
the necessity of good works, we can scarcely so 
express ourselves as to avoid all possibility of add- 
ing to the self-reliance of those who would forget 
that " by grace ye are saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves : it is the gift of God." (Eph. ii. 
8). Or again, when we would tell you of the 
eternal purpose of God's election, we can never 
forget that there are those to whom this truth — 
God's truth still, though thus distorted and per* 
verted — " is a most dangerous downfall, whereby 
the devil doth thrust them either into desperation, 
or into wretchlessness of most unclean living, no less 
perilous than desperation. " 

And even thus it is, brethren, with the doc- 
trine we have been considering— the truth of 
conversion, and its absolute necessity. Itself most 
important, as correcting the misapprehension of 
other truths, it may yet be misapprehended and 
perverted, and made to minister to Satan's delu- 
sions. And therefore, while we are bound to 
do with this, as with other teaching of God's 
Word, namely, to set it forth (notwithstanding the 
possibility of error) as clearly, as fully, as power* 
fully as wie may ; yet it is well for us, in the case 
of this as of other truths, to guard it and fence 
it with such cautions as we may gather out of the 
Word of God, to keep it from being wrested so as 
minister to evil. This, then, shall be the end 

* which we will set before us this afternoon, to sup- 
ply such cautions as may, we trust through Prod's 
blessing, be profitable — cautions against the misin*. 

terpretation of what has already \^ea m&». \^, 
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part, some of these cautions may have been already 
anticipated; but even so, it may be well for us to 
be reminded of them. 

I. First, then, it is most important for us all to. 
remember that conversion does not supersede the 
necessity of continued exertion. This is indeed a 
caution which cannot be too forcibly impressed 
upon us. There is a great change wrought in the 
heart of the converted man. There is a great dif- 
ference between the converted and the unconverted. 
But that change has not destroyed the root of evil . 
in the heart. That evil principle, which in the un- 
converted has the mastery, has been subdued 
indeed by the power of God's grace ; but it i$ 
not annihilated — it is not brought to nothing in 
the converted. The flesh still lusteth against the 
Spirit ; and he who has gained the victory over 
sin, has yet to go on and persevere to the end, 
fighting the good fight of faith, not fainting nor 
growing weary, not suffering himself to become 
careless and secure, as if the work were already 
accomplished. He has begun to live indeed; but 
he has to live still. He has begun to fight manfully 
under Christ's banner, but he has yet to fight on. 
r He has begun to run the Christian's race, but the 
race is not ended, the crown is not won. He is 
still to be going forward, still running on, pressing 
towards the mark, as thev that run in a race run 
all, but one receiveth the prize. It is for the be- 
liever to be ever labouring, not trusting indeed to 
his own strength, but looking to Him who hath 
begun a good work in him to perform it unto the 
day of Jesus Christ. It is for the converted 
Christian to be still continually running, not as 
uncertainly; fighting, not .aa ox^ >iX^ \KRtaSbt ^a&» 
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air. (1 Cor. ix. 26.) It is for him to say with the 
Apostle, " Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect . . . but this one thing I 
. do, forgetting those things which are behind, Ll 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the • prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus/' (Philip, iii. 
12, 13, 14.) 

The Christian's life is one of continued exer- 
tion — of earnest, unceasing, steadfast, persevering 
labour. It is a race, the goal of which is not 
here below. It is a fight, from which there is 
no rest on earth. The beginning is the begin- 
ning, and not the end. Conversion is the start* 
ing, not the finishing of the course. Conversion 
is the beginning of the effectual working of that 
power of God, which is carried on through a 
life of faith and repentance, of love and obedience, 
of mortification and self-denial, of holy hope and 
heavenly joy, and is only perfected when, soul and 
body re-united, the faithful man shall be presented 
glorious without spot, blameless without stain of 
sin, at the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In fact, conversion itself, in the fullest sense of 
which the word is capable, may be said to be never 
perfectly completed here. Wide as is the differ- 
ence between the unconverted and the converted 
— great as is the change wrought by the power of 
God's Spirit, and the faith of Christ crucified, yet 
is the work as imperfect, the change not entire. 
There remains in the heart of the converted 
man somewhat of the old man still, and he needs 
yet to be continually seeking fresh strength from 
Christ, in the faithful use of all the means of grace. 
The soul indeed has turned to C*<A *&& \kkrl 
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accepted by the Father — accepted and embraced as 
a son — and has found rest and peace in that 
Father's love. But there is yet that which would 
lead the man astray, and against this he has con- 
tinually to resist. He has continually to be turn- 
ing afresh— turning away from himself and the 
desires of his own heart ; he is to be still turning 
all his life — still (in some sense) being converted 
•— continually converted afresh — converted more 
and more entirely to God. He has to abide in the 
love of his Father, "kept by the power of God, 
the faith unto salvation " (1 Pet. i. 5), to con- 
tinue living a converted life. And a truly con- 
verted life is a continual seeking of things above* 
It is the life of a stranger and a pilgrim here, 
never resting in the things of earth, ever turning 
heavenwards, ever seeking to be brought nearer to 
God, groaning within itself, waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of the body. (Rom. 
viii. 23.) 

And this caution is needed even for those who 
are truly converted ; for it has been observed how 
commonly, after conversion, there follows upon the 
earnestness and ardour of the Christian something 
of spiritual sloth — something too much, sometimes, 
like spiritual decline. And it would seem that this 
is or may be fostered by a distorted view of con- 
version. It would seem as if it were one of the 
artifices of the enemy of souls to put such a 
thought as this into the hearts of those who have 
been rescued from his power. " Why so much 
pains and diligence now ? Are you not converted ? 
What need still to be pressing forwards ? These 
watchings and prayers, this continual labour, this 
earnestness and perseverance — ^ Vtaft* *Sbx»s^ 
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inay be abated now. There may be a little rest froiii 
thy labours. You may well be content now to relax 
your energies, and to cease from striving. ,, But, 
oh ! what a voice of error and delusion is this ! 
And if there be danger even of the truly converted 
man giving ear to it for a time, how much more for 
them whom Satan has deceived with some mockery 
of conversion ! And how much need then of this 
caution ! How much need that Christians be con* 
tinually reminded that their life is an earnest life* 
a life of unceasing warfare, the life of a perpetual 
race, going onwards from pardon and peace on their 
pilgrimage to heaven ; pressing towards the mark) 
seeking higher things, and never looking for pel* 
feet rest till that blessing shall be obtained — that 
blessing which says, " .Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord ; even so, saith the Spirit, for they 
rest from their labours." Ah ! brethren, they rest, 
Happy are they, for they rest — but not yet tvej 
let us labour, too, that we may enter into that restC 
II. But there is another caution which must 
iiot be overlooked. It is a caution against any sup* 
posed necessity for fixing the date of our conversion* 
When our blessed Lord taught us so plainly the 
necessity of conversion, He did not teach us any 
necessity of an instantaneous impression, by which 
we are to know exactly when we were converted. 
When He tells us, " Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter the king* 
dom of heaven," there is nothing whatever in his 
words to teach, or to imply that every converted 
man must be able to fix the place, the day, the 
hour, the moment, of his being converted. 
And if it be so, that Holy Sctvptwtfc dw& not teach 
to the necessity of this, we mus\» \*e wttfc&. 'Wa 
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we add to the teaching of God's Word on this, as 
on every other point. To affirm that in every case 
it must be so, would be as presumptuous as to affirm 
that in no case it can be so. 

There must indeed, beyond all question, in the 
case of all whose conversion has taken place in 
riper years-^— there must be the passing of a point, 
from which they began to take to themselves the 
Spirit of adoption and to fight the good fight of 
faith. And certainly it is nothing but reasonable 
to suppose that such a transition should be as a 
marked and memorable spot in the history of a 
man's life. And doubtless, in the case of many 
persons, there will be the memory of certain occa* 
sions on which were produced strong emotions, 
leaving an indelible impression on the mind. Cer- 
tainly, of a certain space of time, there must be the 
feeling in the heart of the converted man, that it 
separates between the life he now lives and the life 
he did live before his soul was brought to know the 
peace of God, before it was humbled to embrace 
as a contrite sinner the free redemption and remis- 
sion of sins, which we have through the blood of 
Christv But to fix exactly the limits of that space 
of time, and to set down the precise turning point 
within it — this we have no reason to think either 
necessary or profitable. And, considering how 
great is the variety in the constitution of the 
human mind — how variously acted upon — how 
great, too, the variety of means by which God 
awakens the souls of his people— there would seem 
to. be both danger and presumption in prescribing 
accurately beyond that which is written, as to the 
mode of conversion, in affirming the necessity^ as 
well as in denying the poa&ihi!^ 
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taneous, and producing an immediate, sudden, and 
sensible impression upon the soul. 

There would seem, I say, to be danger in this, 
for it would lead not unnaturally to the error of 
looking" exclusively to the past, instead of looking 
rather to the present, for the witness of our con- 
version. In our natural life we know that we live, 
by the proof of our present life — not from the evi- 
dence of past sensations of beginning to live. 

But besides this, it may tend to the making our 
conversion the ground of our trust — the foundation 
of our confidence towards God — teaching us to date 
our entrance into covenant with God from certain 
strong impressions on our hearts, as if those sensa- 
tions were what gave us a right to believe. 
Whereas, in truth, that entrance into a covenant 
relation to God is to be dated always to our Bap- 
tism into the Christian Church. The faith of the 
Christian should take Christ alone as the founda- 
tion on which to build, and his Baptism alone as 
its warrant for building on Him. Conversion does 
not create — faith does not create our privileges as 
Christians. They are all a gift — the gift of Christ; 
and Baptism is the seal of the gift. It is the office 
of faith not to make, but only to embrace that par- 
don which Christ has made for us. It is not as the 
hand of the workman which forms for itself what 
it wants ; but it is as the hand of the afflicted 
stretched out to receive the alms which mercy and 
pity bestow. And so our conversion— our turn* 
ing is not that which gives us a right to call upon 
God as our Father ; but when we are converted toe 
turn to our Father. The returning penitent does 
not say, " I will go to God, and by conversion make 
him my Father ;" but he says, " I vrft\. vn» «eA. g* 



SERMON V. 61 

to my Father — to Him who is my Father already— 
from whom I have wandered and gone astray, but 
who is my Father still." 

It is not an unimportant matter, then, that we 
should learn to fix aright the date of our entering into 
the privileges and responsibilities of that covenant 
with God, by which we are made to be his sons and 
daughters — not Unimportant that we should be 
taught how in Baptism " the promises of the forgive- 
ness of sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of 
God, by the Holy Ghost are visibly* signed and 
sealed." There is danger in leaving this out of sight. 
A man of excitable temperament has felt such sensa- 
tions as he conceives to be the impress of God's 
seal upon his soul ; and then, by a mistaken view, 
lie is led to regard this as his entrance into cove- 
nant with God — into a covenant from which he 
can never fall — and this past, there is danger of his 
giving himself up to carnal security. 

But if this mistake of a supposed necessity of 
dating conversion may lead some, it may be feared, 
to presume upon the past, when they should rather 
be taking heed lest they fall, there is perhaps still 
more danger in this notion for the feeble and faint- 
hearted Christian. 

It leads him to be always seeking certain- sensa- 
tions to enable him to turn to God, or doubting 
whether what he has hitherto experienced is suffi- 
cient and satisfactory. And thus he may be in 
truth kept from truly turning to God in confiding 
trust, because he thinks he may not believe — may 
not put his trust in God — may not appropriate to 
himself the merits of the Redeemer, till he has had 
sufficient assurance within himself that God has 
accepted him. Whereas, m tns&Yi, sack a^utaac** 
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are for those who have returned ; and our return 
must be to throw ourselves altogether on God's 
mercy, trusting only in his grace, not in anything 
within ourselves — believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, not in anything in our own souls ; and for 
our covenanted interest in Christ and the grace of 
the Gospel, relying only on the sealing of God's 
promises of adoption to us in holy Baptism. 

We must not wait to see in ourselves the fruits of 
faith before we believe. In order to having the 
witness in ourselves, we must have the true faith 
of the Gospel in our hearts ; and in order to this 
faith, we must look all away from ourselves to the 
gift of God. The true evidence of life and salva^ 
tion within can only result from belief in the heart 
— from believing and receiving the promises of God. 
And those promises of God are to be believed as 
made to us — not in conversion — but in the sacra- 
ment of Baptism. They are to be received — not as 
confined exclusively to the subjects of a certain 
series of sensations — but " as they be generally set 
forth to us in holy Scripture." 

I would willingly make my meaning somewhat 
more clear. I would address myself therefore to 
any one (if any such there be here) whose heart 
speaks thus : " I long, indeed, to cease from my 
own works, and to live in the love of God my 
Saviour; but I am so sinful I dare not — I can- 
not do it. I know indeed that, unworthy as I am, 
the blood of Christ could wash away my sins, if I 
could be assured that I — even I — am interested in 
his atonement, that his blood was shed for me 
— that I might think of Him and believe in Him 
as dying for me — that I might trust in Him as my 
Saviour. JBut I cannot — I lookmN^vw \&.%&Alyol 
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myself any evidences of his love to me. I find 
not his seal — I read not. the witness of his Spirit, 
I look within, but I find nothing there to tell me 
that this Saviour is my Saviour, that his gracious 
offers and invitations are for me." 

Now to such an one I would say, — You do wrong, 
my brother or my sister, in looking within for these 
things. You should look elsewhere. You need to 
have access to God. You have it through Christ, 
He is your way. Through Him you may come 
boldly to the throne of grace. But you need some- 
thing to assure you that that way is for you. You 
need something to give you assurance that you may 
believe Christ's salvation as a salvation for you, 
believe in his blood as shed for you. But for this, 
too — for such assurance as you need for heartily 
embracing Christ's offers of salvation — you are not 
to look within yourself. Your Baptism is God's 
own seal to the covenant. You will find (J believe) 
no warrant in Scripture for looking to anything 
else to give you a right to look to Christ as your 
Redeemer ; to hearken to the call of his Gospel, as 
addressed to you, and, obeying that pall, to 
believe that you have redemption through his 
blood, even the remission of sins. These gifts of 
God, too long neglected, are ribw to be received 
and appropriated by taith — by believing them. It 
is unbelief alone which has made them hitherto as 
a dead letter. Awake now to your privilege as the 
sons of God by adoption and grace. Seek, then, 
no longer for anything in yourselves to warrant 
your believing in Christ and returning to your 
Father ; but believe and return — believe and be con- 
verted, and live. Then afterwards, indeed, it shall 
be for you to seek in your lieavt axul VS& *ro&s&£fe 
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and good proof that your faith is true, that you 
are indeed in the number of Christ's little flock. 
And if that faith be real, genuine, living faith, the 
evidence shall not be wanting. Fighting the good 
fight of faith, you shall know of the victories of 
faith. Led by the Spirit, you shall bring forth the 
fruits of the Spirit. And knowing in whom you 
have believed, you shall trust with a good confi- 
dence, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Not but what while human nature remains, you 
may still at times be fearful and faint-hearted, 
and your faith may be sore tried in seasons of dark- 
ness and sadness. The sky will not always be 
bright and clear. Thick clouds of despondency, 
arising out of your own infirmity, may seem for a 
time to hide you from your God. But yet such 
afflictions may end in making you to know more of 
your own weakness and sinfulness, and of God's 
goodness and mercy, and truth. They may be 
sanctified to your becoming more separate from 
earthly things, more earnest in prayer to God. 
Even the thick darkness may be pierced by the 
suppliant cry, " Lord, I believe, help Thou mine 
unbelief." And the cry shall be heard. God will 
lighten the darkness. God will strengthen the 
feeble faith which looks to Him for succour. He 
who has implanted it will strengthen it, and give it 
the victory. " He will give strength and power 
unto his people, blessed be God." (Psalm lxviii. 35.) 
u Heaviness may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning." In a more healthy state of mind, 
or, at least in the calmer and brighter periods of 
his spiritual life, when faith, and hope, and love 
shall be in more active exercise, the Christian will 
rejoice in being able to say, " One \&ft&^ltakwr, 



SERMON V. 65 

that whereas I was blind, now I see." (John ix. 
25.) It will be given to the returning wanderer to 
know that the son who was lost has been found, 
and he who was dead is alive again. 

In conclusion, my brethren, be ever pressing on- 
wards. Look upwards to the skies, and remember 
that earth is no home for you. Look around you, 
and remember that all here has on it the stamp of 
decay, the impress of death. Awake to know 
your own immortality, and to seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right 
hand of God. Run on the race of heaven. Live 
by the faith of your Redeemer. Reckon your- 
selves dead to the world, alive to God. In this 
you shall find the correction of every error, which 
mistaken views of conversion might lead to. You 
have everything needful for life. It is nothing 
but the want of a holy faith that can hinder you 
from living. Awake, then, to live the life which is 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved us, 
and gave Himself for us. Live, and then by 
your life — that hidden secret life to God, bringing 
forth fruit unto holiness — by that life you shall know 
that you do live. 

You may stand still in an unholy confidence, and 
think you can read too plainly the proof of your con- 
version in the past, to need to look to the present; 
and thus you may unhappily strengthen yourselves 
in a proud, unloving, contemptuous bearing towards 
others whom you judge and pronounce to be un- 
converted. But beware lest thus a subtle delusion 
deceive you to your ruin. 

TheChristian spirit of charity "believeth all things, 
hopeth all things," and when it cannot bo^fe *k&> 
present conversion of a taotiiet /\\» casa^sX \vsssjfe '"S&s&w 
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he may be converted and live; it can speak the 
word of affectionate, earnest warning. It can even 
administer the rebuke of love. And it can pray 
to God, with much entreaty, to bring home the 
wanderers from their proud imaginations and their 
ungodly ways— to bring them home and teach them 
his truth. It remembers the encouragement of 
the Apostle, " Brethren, if any of you do err from 
the truth, and one convert him ; let him know 
that he which converteth a sinner from the error of 
his way, shall save a soul from death, and shall 
hide a multitude of sins. ' (James v. 19, 20.) 

And for his own soul, the converted Christian is 
(or should be) ever growing in humility, in a true 
penitent sense of sin — humbling himself beneath 
the cross of Christ, and looking up to obtain a 
clearer, fuller view of his own exceeding sinfulness, 
and of the love of Christ which passeth knowledge. 
He lives the life of a simple, humble, trusting, 
confiding faith, as a child of God by adoption and 
grace. He lives in the love of God— daily becom- 
ing more and more as a little child, seeking to 
know more and more what the grace of God has 
made him — to live more and more fully in the faith, 
and knowledge, and enjoyment of his baptismal 
privileges. Thus he lives a pilgrim on earth, till 
at length his Father calls from heaven, and he yields 
his loving spirit up. He knows in Whom he has 
believed, and to Him he commits himself : and the 
day — that day when Christ shall come again — the 
day shall reveal how happy, how blessed are they, 
who thus — by a converted life — coming, as new- 
born babes, out of great tribulation, " have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. " 



CONCLUSION. 



Matthew xviii. 3. — " Verily, I say unto you, Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." 

WE have now nearly come to the end of Lent. 
We have yet but this one week — the week 
so full of Christ's sufferings, so full of the story of 
Christ's cross ; and then on Sunday next, if God 
permit, we shall meet again in God's house to keep 
the feast — the feast of joy — joy for that Christ our 
Saviour has risen from the dead, and opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Oh 1 that there 
might be not a few, and more every year, who shall 
rejoice to gather round the table of their Lord, 
converted sinners, humbled for their sins, but be- 
lieving with a firm belief in the great Atonement for 
sin ; having learnt something, and seeking to learn 
more, of the power of Christ's cross, and desiring 
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. 

Meanwhile, brethren, for this afternoon, 1 have 
yet a few remaining words to say to you on the 
subject of Conversion. May God, for Christ's sake, 
be merciful unto us, and by his Spirit working in 
us, lead and guide the thoughts and desires of our 
hearts, that we may give heed betimes, that we may 
lay aside every weight, that we may resolve to suffer 
no lets and hindrances to blind our e^e& to th& W 
stant importance of the ous \\v\w% ^rrSSL^ "^ 
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urgent necessity of being truly converted to God, 
in order to our entering into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

There are peculiar reasons which require that the 
importance and necessity of this real turning of the 
soul be pres&ed upon you again and again with all 
plainness of speech, clearly, forcibly, earnestly — with 
all affectionate warning and exhortation, if so be 
that this great and momentous truth may lay some 
hold on each hearer's heart, as it were by compul- 
sion — such a hold as shall enable it, even if shaken 
off for the present, to return again and again in 
seasons when the proud heart may be somewhat 
humbled, and again to renew the attack, till at last 
it may so fix itself on the conscience, that the soul 
shall find that there is no peace for it while it re- 
mains under the wrath of God, and may thus be 
brought at length to return in penitence — to return, 
through Christ, all away from its own sin and 
misery — to return, through Christ, to God the 
Father of mercies. 

I say, there are peculiar reasons which require 
that the importance and necessity of conversion be 
pressed upon you again and again. It is true in- 
deed that the Apostolic Epistles do not greatly 
. abound with statements or exhortations on the 
subject of conversion. But we must remember the 
very different circumstances of those Christians to 
whom these Epistles were written. They had been 
gathered out of the heathen world by the preaching 
of the cross ; they had been baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, when the 
very profession of Christ's religion required a real 
renunciation, and involved already the endurance 
of persecution. But yet, eou\mcfcd V$ \)&a y^^ 
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of God which accompanied the word spoken to 
them by the ambassadors of Christ, they had put 
their hand to the plough ; they had turned from 
their false gods to worship the one true God 
through Christ. 

" They themselves/' says St. Paul, writing to the 
Thessalonians, " they themselves show of us what 
manner of entering in we had unto you, and how 
ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, who 
delivered us from the wrath to come. ,, (1 Thess. 
i. 9, 10. ) They had turned to God from idols. 
As a whole, we need not doubt that they were con- 
verted, and, after their conversion, had been admit- 
ted into Christ's Church by Baptism. 

It is to such as these that the Apostolic Epistles 
were written. Not indeed that there was no 
leaven of evil within — no tares as yet among the 
wheat ; but, as a whole, the persons to whom the 
Epistles of the New Testament are addressed, are 
to be regarded as already converted. We cannot 
but suppose that, as a whole, there were within 
them at least the beginnings of conversion. True 
it is indeed there were errors and imperfections 
among them yet ; sad misconceptions, sometimes 
on important matters concerning their Christian 
calling, growth in grace impeded by many devices 
of the enemy ; and we may very well form exagge- 
rated notions of the purity and strength of the 
Churches planted by Apostles. But yet they had 
at least given themselves up to be Christians when 
Christianity was a new and stirring, and at the same 
time a despised and persecuted thin^ end ?*W 
the cross of Christ must \*aNs %& ^ ^VwsxNsst — *> 
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barrier which must have been felt — in the way of 
those who cared only for the things of this world. 
It is inconceivable that they should be altogether 
strangers to the power of the faith they had em- 
braced; and the object of the Apostles in their 
Epistles was to establish and build them up in that 
faith. But even thus, these Epistles do abun- 
dantly contain warnings and admonitions which 
tell of the necessity of conversion, and the vanity 
of every form of religion which stops short of the 
new man, which after God is created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness/' (Ephes. iv. 24.) 

It is almost too obvious to need a remark, how 
very different are the circumstances in which we 
find ourselves. The lamentable suspension of the 
wholesome discipline of the Church, leaving room 
even for notorious offenders to call themselves 
members of the Christian Church — the profession 
of Christ's religion taken as a matter of course 
among us. Satan's mode of attack now is not so 
much to tempt us to deny the truth of what is 
commonly received, but rather to yield a ready, un- 
meaning, unbelieving assent to all that is set before 
us to believe, while at the same time the power of 
our faith is put out of sight, unnumbered resources 
set before us whereby we may take up the form of 
godliness, and yet, know nothing of its reality, 
and our consciences lulled to sleep with the thought 
we believe,., while our faith (such as it is) is a 
dead faith — a faith which worketh nothing in 
us ; and so we are made very often to forget that 
our faith can avail us nothing at all, except as 
it is accompanied by the working of the mighty 
power of God. And thus that faith which is 
for our conversion — that £ai&, \5a» fc\^i»aY&% $& 
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which by the heart leads naturally to conversion 
— nay, the hearty belief of which is conversion — 
that faith (the mere outward acknowledgment 
of it, without influencing the soul) is made 
to stand, by some terrible delusion, instead of 
conversion. Therefore, brethren, is it needful 
for us — most needful — to have the truth of the 
text often inculcated ; therefore is it incumbent on 
your ministers, if they would deal faithfully with 
your souls — incumbent on them, with a most urgent, 
pressing necessity, to speak to you about a renewal 
of the heart and a conversion of the soul, and to 
do their best to speak to you in a way not to be 
mistaken ; bidding you look within, and see how it 
is with you there in his sight who discerneth the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, warning you of 
the danger of making clean the outside of the cup 
and platter, while within the purifying efficacy of 
your faith has not been allowed to do its work ; and 
reminding you that without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord, and that " except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." 

. But to make the truth speak plainly to men'* 
hearts is assuredly to raise up the enmity of men's 
hearts against it. The natural heart kicks against 
it. This is a doctrine which the world cannot 
receive. It will receive and make friends with, 
forms of religion, exacting many outward acts, 
even of austerity; but that there should be re- 
quired of man a new heart, a childlike humility, 
a converted life — the work of God's Spirit — this 
is teaching too repugnant to all that is natural to 
the heart of sinful man not to be an offence to him. 
It is a doctrine very offemvre to ws> ^*»>^^ *» 
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by nature. There are many things which hinder 
our receiving it — many enemies in our own hearts 
which raise themselves up to withstand its assault. 
(1.) There is the spirit of sloth in matters con- 
cerning our soul's interest, which feels the matter 
too disturbing to be thought much about, and looks 
upon it as invading the soul only to destroy its 
peace. Its object is to keep the soul always sleep- 
ing, and, by a fatal mistake, it regards this un- 
healthy slumber as the only peace and rest for the 
soul. It shuns therefore every awakening sound. 
It would drive away every startling influence ; it 
would thrust out as an intruder every voice that 
would speak alarm ; and it would shut the door 
of the soul's inner chamber, that all there may be 
hushed and still, that that soul may sleep, and 
never wake — never wake from that sleep of death, 
till it finds it death indeed ! 

(2.) And nearly allied to this is the spirit of 
procrastination, which, though it may seem to treat 
the Word of God somewhat less rudely, is not less 
really opposed to the admission of its power : it 
bids the soul answer always, "Another time — 
some more convenient season — at present let me 
rest — let me not be disturbed — I am very much 
occupied — I have too many other things to think 
of just now. Perhaps, after a few more months — 
a few more years — I shall be ready." Ah ! 
brethren, a few more months, or a few more years, 
do they find such an one more ready ? No, truly. 
The effect of those few months or years has been 
to bring the man nearer to the grave, but to make 
it harder than ever to find a convenient season to 
hear of righteousness, temperance, and judgment 
to come* 
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(3.) And in this opposition the heart is 
strengthened, of course, by that spirit of self-deceit 
of which we have already spoken, which makes it 
so ready to believe that conversion is not neces- 
sary, because it is willing at least to think it 
doubtful whether it has not already everything 
that is needful. There is a fair covering of out- 
ward propriety, or seeming religion; and if the 
spirit of sloth and procrastination would shut out 
the power of God's Word as troublesome, this spirit 
of self-deceit will yet rather try to exclude it as alto- 
gether foolish and unnecessary ; and even worse, 
will try to drive it away as a delusion — as the 
work of a disordered brain — as some mad enthu- 
siasm ; making no distinction between the ravings 
of fanaticism and the genuine influence of the 
solemn, earnest words of truth and soberness, the 
words of eternal life, 

(4.) Nor are these the only enemies of the soul 
which set it to resist the truth of conversion. 
There is the love of sin, in some form or other ; it may 
be open sin, or it may be concealed sin ; it may be 
sin stamping Satan's mark plainly on a man's life, 
or it may be tlfe secret sin of the heart ; if it be 
no other sin, the perpetual sin of a worldly life — of 
affections fastened on earthly things, of care and 
attention devoted all to the affairs of this life, the 
love of this world and the things of this world, its 
cares, or its riches, or its pleasures — that earthly 
and carnal mind which is enmity against God, 
enmity against the cross of Christ. This, too, sets 
a barrier (how can it be otherwise ?) in the way of 
conversion, and makes its approach to the soul 
many times hard indeed. Yes, many times hard 
indeed. Sometimes the trcfti xclwj Yx*a^\sa^ 
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and half gain an entrance, and yet be overcome by 
the force of habitual sin. And in such a case there 
may be something like a real mourning for sin, and 
real desire for deliverance ; but conversion there is 
not, there cannot be, till the besetting sin has been 
cast away. That sin stands as a barrier in the 
way of conversion; and if it be dear as a right 
hand, yet must it be cut off. 

(5.) But at the head of all these leagued foes of 
man's salvation is the spirit of self-justification, 
which stands out with obstinate resistance to do 
battle with anything that shall come with power 
to humble the soul to the spirit of a little child, 
and make it ready to receive salvation in the only 
way in which God gives it — viz., as a gift, a gift/reefy 
given to the sinner — the self-condemned, penitent 
broken-hearted sinner — in and through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. This indeed, we may say, is the cap- 
tain and the king of all the forces within us which 
are thus arrayed against our conversion. Let this 
one be smitten down, and othera will give way. 
But this one has on its head the helmet of pride ; 
and a hard helmet it is to strike through. It 
speaks great words of blasphemy, ^refusing to let 
the soul be brought low and bowed down by the 
conviction of sin. It sets the soul to work at a 
righteousness of its own, aye, to make a righteous- 
ness for itself of its own worka or its gifts, of its 
attainments or its penances, of its feelings or its 
endurances — anything rather than suffer it to look 
only to the crosa of Christ, and, humbled with 
contrite sorrow, be justified freely by the grace of 
God, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. Oh 1 what an enemy to the soul is this ! 
vrh$t strength it gives to the ioea oi ova ^s&r& 
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— this spirit of pride and self-justification ! It 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God. Rather 
than cast away its own righteousness — that grievous 
abomination in God's sight — that great and fearful 
sin — rather than suffer it to be made humble and 
lowly, it will madly trample on the Word of Christ, 
and bid defiance to the God of heaven ! 

Such, brethren, are some of the chief enemies 
which the truth of conversion has to contend with 
in the human heart. Truly they are formidable 
enough. But, then, see how much there is also 
which may give force to the urgent knocking 
wherewith this truth knocks hard at the door of 
our hearts, and demands admittance, in the name 
of the Saviour of the world. 

(1.) There is its necessity — the necessity of con- 
version for all who would enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. How plain, how simple, how forcible 
the declaration, "Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven" ! No sophistry can dis- 
arm it of the sword which it has for the soul of 
every one who is prepared to receive the Saviour's 
word in an honest and good heart And is it not 
reasonable ? is it not a reasonable requirement ? 
How would our salvation be deprived of its very 
saving power without it? How could there be 
salvation perfected without conversion ? What 
notion can we have of a salvation for sinners re- 
maining yet unchanged in heart, still at enmity 
with God and holiness ? What heaven can that 
be which we can conceive as a heaven for im- 
penitent, unholy, unconverted souls ? Surely 
nothing could be more unreasonable than to ques- 
tion for a moment the necfcssvfc^ sil ^s^h^^ss^ 
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But there is no need to appeal to human reason. 
It is enough the Lord saith it, and heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but his Word shall not pass 
away. Never, then, brethren — never, I charge you 
in Christ's name — never regard the necessity of 
conversion as a question, or an opinion. A truth 
of such vital importance to our souls, a doctrine of 
our religion of such infinite moment, has not been 
left by God's Word to be a matter of question or 
opinion. If there be any who would make it to 
them a matter of question or opinion, or lay it 
aside as a doubtful point to be hereafter debated, 
surely there is one word which must judge them 
in the last day, even the Word of Christ, which says, 
" Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." 

(2.) And if the necessity of conversion be so 
absolute, then surely our own care for our own souk, 
our own desire to flee from the wrath to come — 
surely this may help to rouse us, and stimulate us 
to overcome the obstacles which stand in the way 
of our receiving God's Word in the power of it. 
It should help us to shake off our sloth, and to pull 
off the helmet of pride, and the armour of self- 
righteousness. To sleep is ruin, to stand in our 
righteousness is to fall for ever, to exalt ourselves 
is to be abased into hell. And shall not the 
thought of this help us to be humble and childlike 
— help us to be lowly and contrite — help us to 
bow down our lofty looks. 

(3.) But there is something else which should 
constrain us indeed. There is an example of 
humility which is set before us; and we can 
scarcely call ourselves Christian m\Xio\& \nkb% 
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sensible how it must shame us, if we do not try 
to follow it. Our pride forbids us to be converted, 
and become as little children. But have we no 
answer for our pride ? have we no blow for it in 
the record and the memory of Him who, though 
He was rich, for our sakes became poor; who, 
though He was the Son of God, dwelling in the 
glories of heaven, yet for poor sinners humbled 
Himself upon earth, even to the death of the 
cross P I speak, brethren, as a sinner, to sinners 
for whom Christ died. This week sets up, as it 
were, a Cross among us here, from which we see 
Christ looking down upon us in his agony and 
bitter sufferings, while He is mocked, and spitten 
on, and buffeted — and all for us. 

Can we think of this and still have no blow for 
our pride and self-confidence ? Can we think of 
this and not be cut to the heart with the sense of 
our shame and our guilt, if we think we sinners 
may refuse to be humbled, while we call the Cru- 
cified One our Lord and our Master, and name his 
holy name as the name of our Saviour ? Oh ! 
may God enable us to know more of the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge, the constraining 
love of Him — the Man of sorrows — bearing our 
griefs and carrying our sorrows. May God enable 
us by faith so to know the reality of his atone- 
ment, and the humiliation of his cross; so to 
learn the hard but blessed lessons which come of 
that look of the suffering Saviour, wherewith He 
looks into our hearts, that our souls may indeed be 
bowed down with humility and contrition, bowed 
down and broken, and then converted and healed, 
that thus we may be led to follow the example of 
his great humility, laying us\d& snstj wa^^^ss^ 
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the sin which doth so easily beset us, and running 
with patience the race that is set before us ; " looking 
unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith, 
who, for the joy that was set before Him, endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God." (Heb. xii. 2.) 

Oh ! blessed are they who shall thus follow the 
example of Christ's patience. They shall be made 
partakers of his resurrection. Great shall be their 
reward. Great their reward even here, how much 
greater hereafter ! " In the world to come ever- 
lasting life," an eternal weight of glory, joys which 
eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive. 

Such, my brethren, is the incorruptible crown, 
the prize of the high calling, set before us in the 
Christian race. Who will not strive ? who will not 
run ? Brought up to the starting-point by the 
privileges of our new birth, shall we not set out in 
this heavenly contest, running with patience, look- 
ing unto Jesus ? 

Children, it is not too early for you (how can it 
be too early for the heirs of heaven ?) to start on 
this race of glory. Little children, it is not too 
soon for you (how can it be too soon for the chil- 
dren of God ?) to be converted to your heavenly 
Father. Ye are the lambs of Christ's flock, and 
Christ cares for his lambs. Children, dear chil- 
dren, we look, we wait, we long to see in you some 
signs — some hopeful signs of true conversion. Oh ! 
that we could see in you all such an increasing 
sense of the hatefulness of sin, such a growing love 
of God's day, and God's house, and God's Holy 
Word; such a spirit of humility and teachableness, 
of meekness and gentleness, as tq\$\X, ^^ us a 
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good hope that the Word of God had taken deep 
root in all your hearts, and was bringing forth fruit 
to the glory of Him, who out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings hath perfected praise. Think, chil- 
dren — think of Him who died for you. Think of 
hell, from which He came to deliver you. Think of 
heaven — the happy home which He has gone to 
prepare for you. And think of your sins — your 
thoughtless sins : think how they grieve his Holy 
Spirit. Think how lovingly Christ calls you to 
Him ; and then say, will you not kneel down and 
pray God, for Christ's sake, to make you a clean 
heart, and renew a right spirit within you ? 

And parents, a word for you, too. Alas ! that 
there should be parents who lead their children in 
the way of ruin. Oh ! what a thought ! Children 
led to death ! Children trained in early years to 
think lightly of ungodliness, to make a mock at sin, 
to disregard everything that is sacred, to profane 
everything that is holy ! Oh ! that such parents 
might learn by the cross of Christ to know some- 
thing of the judgments of God against sin, and 
might be brought to seek conversion for themselves 
and for their children. 

Parents, all of you, as you desire the welfare, the 
everlasting happiness of your children, remember 
the importance of leading them in the right way 
yourselves. Yea, remember always the importance 
to your own souls of that solemn truth contained in 
the words of our Saviour, " Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." 

Need I say again, my dear brethren, how it is a 
truth of infinite importance to us all ? I cannot 
leave it now, after having said so iwm&Il to y^ 
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about it, I cannot leave it without beseeching you 
not to leave it yourselves, not to put it out of your 
thoughts, but to ponder it again and again, and, 
thinking of it, to study your Bibles, and on your 
knees to seek the teaching of God's Spirit. And I 
pray God, of his infinite mercies, that thus many 
of you may be made wise unto salvation through 
faith, which is in Christ Jesus. 



THE END. 



Smith and Son, Printer*, Maitotoue. 
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